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AIRBORNE

Where is the prince who can afford so to cover his country
with troups for its defense, as that ten thousand men, descend-
ing from the clouds, might not, in many places, do an infinite
deal of mischief before a force could be brought together to
repel them?

BENIAMIN FRANKLIN
1784
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FUREWUORD

In editing this, the history of the 13th Airborne

Division, we hope that we have not committed the
grievous error of considering our commission as
merely a personal honor. We feel that the honor
and the high responsibility entailed therewith al-
lows us an opportunity to render a real service
to our comrades and to our beloved Division. It
is our most sincere hope that in the years to come,
when the memory of recent days fade, you may
take this book in your lap and recall memories of
friends—of trials and triumphs—of days we spent
together in the 13th Airborne Division.

—The Editorial and Management Board.




LIEUTENANT GENERAL LESLEY J. McNAIR, US.A,

=




I]EI][C ATE]] This unit history is dedicated to the memory

of the late Lieutenant General Lesley J. McNair, U.S.A., under whose
direction as Commanding General, Army Ground Forces, the 13th
Airborne Division was activated, organized and trained. His deep
personal and professional interest in the Airborne Development was
well known to this command, where his visits were inspiring, his words
encouraging, and his military attributes an exemplary standard to
officers and men alike.

We take pride in having served under the command of one of
America’s outstanding military leaders whose vision and foresight
contributed so greatly to the success of our efforts. To his memory
as a courageous commander, a superior soldier and a supreme leader
we render the final salute of the Division: “Morituri te Salutamus.”




MAJOR GENERAL ELBRIDGE G. CHAPMAN
COMMANDING GENERAL

13th AIRBORNE DIVISION






IN MEMORIAM

TO OUR HEROES OF
WORLD WAR II

Those members and former members
of the 13th Airborne Division
who have given their lives
in defense of their
country.

“Before they die the brave have in their hands
A rich particular beauty for their heirs.”



HISTORY

BOOK Il
COMMAND

BOOK Il
SPECIAL TROOPS

BOOK IV
153rd ABN. A.A. BN.

BOOK V
129th ABN. ENGRS.

BOOK VI

326th GLIDER INF. REG'T.

BOOK XiIl
ROSTERS



GOD IS5 OUR
TRUSGT

b ¥ r T ‘ T. " H :\l .




\




A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
13th AIRBORNE DIVISION

ND
THAT LEAD \~ I"TS ?HE \ENT POSITION,
COMPLEMEN '&D BY- \\§/IANY VIVID

ILLUSTRA

oNs §E§AT RECALL

AN INT"fQES‘@NE PAST.

HE USE of Airborne troops in modern
warfare won the interest of military
= strategists after the development of the
parachute following World War I. How-
ever, for over a decade such tactics were in an experi-
mental phase and were frankly regarded as a novelty.
Likewise the use of the glider for military purposes was
not considered feasible until the proponents of the use
of airpower in Germany took advantage of so-called
sailplanes to build up a reserve of qualified airmen.
Methods of warfare change and man’s imagination is

eager to accept the challenge, to prove his supremacy
with new equipment and techniques. At the outset of
World War II in 1939 the nations of the world were
ill-prepared for the onslaught of Hitler's “Blitzkrieg.”
Highly trained, fast moving troops, already masters of
the rapid breakthrough, envelopment, and encirclement,
now introduced the third dimensional envelopment by
parachute and glider, proved their capabilities on the
island of Crete and used them with devastating effect
as the Nazi juggernaut smashed across the Dutch low-

lands.




The United States had long considered the possibilities
of Airborne tactics and had. in a small way, experi-
mented with Airborne techniques. When the need be-
came apparent the groundwork had already been laid
for future growth. Airborne units were organized in
skeleton form and were quickly filled with intelligent
volunteers of outstanding physical ability. Training

programs were outlined and men of vision rose above
the lack of precedent to carry forth this new concept
of military mobility. Their ideas did not always meet
with instantaneous approval but their unfailing efforts
were the foundation for one of the most brilliant and
successful arms of the American army.




s PART of the general program of Air-
borne expansion the 13th Airborne
Division was activated on Friday the
13th of August, 1943. The colors were
presented to the Division’s first Com-
mander, Brigadier General George W. Griner, by the
Fort Bragg Post Commander, Brigadier General J. T.
Kennedy, Major General Elbridge G. Chapman, Com-
manding General of the Airborne Command and one of
the pioneers in Airborne development, addressed the
assembled cadre and distinguished visitors. Airborne
troops were already making history on the battlefronts
of the world and a great future was predicted for this,

the youngest of a new but honored family. From
throughout the nation came messages offering best wishes
and encouragement to the officers and men of the new
13th.

It was but a few months later that the Division sus-
tained a distinct loss when General Griner left to assume
command of the 98th Infantry Division and took with
him his Chief of Staff, Colonel Richard P. Ovenshine.
But the 13th was honored to welcome as its new Com-
mander, General Chapman, whose efforts with the Air-
borne since its earliest days were widely known and
whose words had keynoted the activation ceremonies
such a short time before.




IN DecemBER the first Airborne Infantry unit
organized in this country became part of
the Division, absorbing the 190th Glider Infantry. This
organization was Colonel Joseph A. Hinton’s command,
the 88th, which had been founded by General Chapman
at Fort Benning in October of 1941. At the same time
another proud unit, the 326th Glider Infantry Regiment
under Colonel William O. Poindexter, joined the Divi-
sion and absorbed the 189th. The 189th and 190th had
been part of the Division, as cadre, since activation day.
The first week of 1944 found the Division moving to
Camp Mackall to inaugurate a training program. The
88th, already an experienced regiment, went to the
Pinehurst-Aberdeen area to participate in maneuvers
against the 17th Airborne Division. This was the first
of many problems and maneuvers which the 13th was
to be a part before its shipment overseas.

In March of 1944, the 513th Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment left the 13th to join the 17th Airborne Division
in Tennessee. Several months later the 17th was to go
overseas and the 513th made a name for itself in Euro-
pean combat, They were replaced as the Division’s jump
regiment by the 515th Parachute Infantry Regiment,
which soon after highlighted the visit of Under-Secretary
of War Robert Patterson with a regimental jump.

The late Lieutenant General Lesley J. McNair, to whom
this book is dedicated, inspected and put his stamp of
approval on the 13th in June of '44. While he was with
the Division on his tour of inspection, General McNair
presented the Division’s first Expert Infantry Badges.

A group of officers was selected from the Division in
July to form the staff of the First Allied Airborne Task
Force which was to launch the successful Airborne in-
vasion of Southern France a month later.

In September, field exercises were held, followed by
full-scale Airborne maneuvers that were to be the last test
before combat. In spite of difficult conditions and the
unfamiliar situations encountered, Army Ground Forces

observers pronounced the entire tactical operation a
success.

* * *

“We had been building up to these maneuvers
for a long time. We had sweated out preliminary
problems and had our share of tough times—glider
acetdents—wearying night problems—getting lost
in swamps—to say the least, we hoped the big
maneuver would come off better than some of the
jobs we had pulled in preparation. The take-off
day arrived and we carried out the ‘get ready’
routine that we were to become so familiar with
later on in Europe. The first serials left the air-
field in total darkness and by the time I hit the
ground the illusion of realty was as complete as it
could be without an actual enemy. We were just
getting organized in the drop zone when a C-47 lit
up the sky with a trail of flame and crashed so
close to me that I could feel the impact. Of course,
the maneuver was just a large-scale repetition of
things we had done so often that they were almost
second nature, but that flaming C-47 was the mile-
stone for me of one phase completed and another
more difficult one about to begin. ‘Guadalmackall®
with its tarpaper barracks and oceans of sand was
behind ws.”




The next assignment was to prepare the 13th for ship-
ment to Europe. Replacements swelled the units to full
strength, equipment was packed in readiness for the
alert and all qualifications for overseas movement were
met. The alert finally was received and the Division
entrained for Camp Shanks. Soon after arrival there,
the final alert was given and the 13th embarked on the
20th of January, 1945, for “ports unknown.”

The Division was ready for combat and expected to

be committed to battle soon after its arrival in Europe.
While the complete defeat of Von Rundstedt’s Armies
in Belgium had not been accepted, the tide of battle was
turning and an Allied counter-offensive was expected.
Just where this drive would be was not known, but the
men of the 13th were confident that they would be in
on the final push across France, into Germany and on
to Berlin.

“The Nazis last stand in Belgium seemed to be losing
strength today, but in certain sectors the situation ap-
peared to be still critical. News at this time is incom-
plete but latest communiques seem to indicate that

. . the Russian drive toward the Oder moved up on a
wide front today and military experts stated that unless
the Nazis had a reserve force not yel in evidence . . .”
This was the radio news that sped us on our way to the
ETO. We knew that there were Airborne guys in the
Bulge and we knew that they were hard pressed in places.
It certainly didn’t look as if they were rolling out the
velvet carpet and “welcome’ mat for us. Our trip over
was like most of the hundreds of other convoys that
crossed the Atlantic during the war. The things that
concerned us most were the reports from Europe, the
daily rumors about ‘falling barometer’ and the hourly
latrine-o-grams concerning ‘a man overboard on one of
the other ships. Jusi after dark one night we met a

-hospital ship headed Stateside and, in a rather grim

way. that broughi home the realization that this was not

a-pleasure cruise.”




HE FIRST sight of land after leaving New York

was a glimpse of the fog-shrouded coast of
Southern England near Portsmouth. Soon . after, the
Division reached the port of Le Havre at the mouth
of the Seine River. The city and particularly the harbor
area had been severely damaged by bombing and the
Division was given its first view of the havoc and de-
struction they were to see in other parts of France and
that some were to see in Germany.

“The thing that I remember about the landing at
Le Havre was right after I got off the boat. I'd just
stepped off the gangplank into the mud on the dock when
I turned around to spot a buddy. I saw him all right just
as he slipped under the weight of his duflle bag to fall
flat on his face in that mud. He was really a mess and
the tough part about it was that he was to wear those
same clothes all the way to Lucky Strike.

“The trip to Lucky Strike was a tedious journey. It
was only 35 or 40 miles but the French railroads run on
a philosophy all their own. Counting stops for the
engineer to talk with his friends, it took us 17 hours.

“Most of the time at Lucky Strike was spent in chow
lines and irying to keep warm. There was only one
chow line for the whole division and it was a column of
fours that extended as far as you could see. We would
just about finish breakfast and it would be time to line
up for dinner. It rained every day and from the look of
the place it had been carrying on like that for weeks. I
remember trying to keep my tent dry. I borrowed some
gravel off the walks, threw in some straw, put down a
layer of cardboard and topped it off with some boards,

but you would never have known I'd done a thing.
The mud was still ankle deep. We finally got to the
point where we couldn’t lace up our boots. We would
just leave them in our galoshes and wear them that
way.”

From Camp Lucky Strike, the 13th’s initial staging
area, the Division was assigned to the XVIII Airborne
Corps, commanded by Major General Matthew B. Ridg-
way. Units proceeded by train to Sens, Auxerre and
Joigny, bases south of Paris on the Yonne River. It
was during this period that the 517th Combat Team
joined the Division and were quartered at Joigny. This
team, composed of the 517th Parachute Infantry, 460th
Parachute Field Artillery Battalion and the 569th Para-
chute Engineer Company, had already achieved an excel-
lent combat record in Italy, Southern France and the
“Bulge.” As veterans they were a welcome addition to
an otherwise untried Division that was momentarily
expecting assignment to a combat mission.

“I drove for the old man; he got around quite a bit.
The three little cities, Auxerre, Joigny, and Sens became
quite familiar to me as we traveled up and down the
valley of the Yonne. I saw the same things you did and
I'll bet none of us ever forget the bustling market places
on Monday mornings. People headed for home with a
couple of loaves of long bread, pinching off a bite now
and then as they scurried along. Bicycles everywhere.
Clatter of wooden soled shoes. Two-wheeled carts rum-
bling over the cobbles with Andre nodding sleepily atop
the load.”

“Remember the park by the river where some of us
used to promenade? I recall the narrow streets of the
village and the second floor balconies. Heaven had to
help the unwary G. I. who chanced below when the
dishwater was coming down. And, of course, the old
landmarks. The clock gate in Auxerre, the massive tow-
ers of the cathedral in Sens, the bridge at loigny where
you could stand and watch the housewives flail the
laundry clean upon the rocks of the river.

“Everybody had his own favorite bistro and cafe where
the vin rouge tasted a little better. We all found new
friends among these people—the kids who got our chew-
ing gum, the girls who came dancing, the hardened patri-
ots of the underground, the bearded patriarchs.

“Here we were often invited into the homes of the
French people and we were grateful. I will always re-
member France as I knew it in the pleasant valley of the

Yonne River.’\
s




Assignment of a combat mission to the 13th was
not long in coming. When the 517th joined the
Division a new table of organization was drawn up
which called for the amalgamation of the 326th
and 88th Glider Infantry Regiments. Three weeks
after this change was carried out, the strengthened
Division was alerted for “Varsity,” an operation
calling for a drop near Wesel, Germany, with the
U. S. 17th and the British 6th Airborne Divisions.

Many long hours of preparation and planning were

finally written off to experience when the partici-
pation of the 13th was cancelled due to insufficient
air lift.

NOTHER alert came through for “Choker

IT” and the operational planning went
on without a break. This operation
called for the establishment of a
bridgehead on the east bank of the
Rhine near Worms, Germany, to support the offensive
of the 45th and 3d Infantry Divisions of the U. S.
Seventh Army. Morale within the Division reached an
all-time high and the men were convinced that this time
they were on their way. However, General Patton’s 3rd
Army in its spectacular drive through the German line
along the Moselle River successfully reached the Rhine
at Worms and the resultant changes in Allied strategy
precluded commitment of the 13th in the “Choker” op-

eration.

Within a short time five great Allied armies crossed
the Rhine and the Russians were at the gates of Berlin.
The Wehrmacht in its retreat was being reduced to a
shambles on both fronts and Nazi leaders desperately
sought means to salvage something from the wreckage of

the fallen empire.




Attention of the Allied High Command was focused
on the Bavarian Alps where the Nazi hierarchy was re-
portedly preparing to entrench itself in a “National Re-
doubt” for a final stand. At this time the 13th was
alerted for operation “EFFECTIVE” in which, as part of
the U. S. 7th Army, they were to assist in the denying
of this reported stronghold to the Germans. As a sur-
prise element the Division was to seize target towns and
certain designated German leaders.

The Division moved to marshalling areas at airfields
in Northern France. Extensive preparations were made,
the Division was briefed, and again everything was
placed in readiness for H-hour. The overland party was
sent into Germany—the men were at the airfields waiting
to board the planes when the news was flashed that the
st French Army had broken through the Black Forest
changing the situation to the extent that the mission of

the 13th was no longer necessary.

“We were lined up for chow about 5 o’clock one
morning in the marshalling area when someone behind
me said, ‘President Roosevelt’s dead.” The guy in front
of me said, “Yeah, and the Japs just landed in ’Frisco.
‘No bull,’ this Joe behind me said, ‘They heard it on the
radio”  We didn’t believe it at first, there were so many
rumors going the rounds and it just didn’t seem possible
that the man who had planned the whole thing could be
dead before the finish. In the backs of our minds we'd
thought of him carrying it through to get what we were
fighting for and we didn’t want to believe that he was
gone. But. it seemed we'd almost forgotten about it
in a few days. We had many things to do, loading
clips, cleaning weapons, writing home, and all the other
details of preparation for a combat operation, so that
events in other parts of the world seemed relatively un-
important.”




Just prior to the final collapse in Germany, elements
of the 13th were scheduled to be part of a 1st Allied
Airborne Army mission to Copenhagen, Denmark. Fx-
isting weather conditions curtailed this operation and the
Division, until the war’s end, continued as SHAEF
reserve.

* * *

“I was in Paris when the news of the German surrender
was announced officially. We'd known about it back at
the base for several days but we’d held off on the cele-
brating until it was official. I guess a lot of people must
have had advance news because when I got to the city the
streets were jammed. [ wanted to get to the Arc de
T'riomphe but the Champs Elysees was so crowded I
didn’t have a chance. About three o’clock the news
everybody was waiting for was announced over loud-
speakers and the city went wild. At first there was a
storm of paper from the windows and a melee of noises
impossible to describe. Airplanes of all descriptions,
from artillery observation cubs to four-engine bombers,
were flying over the ecity. I remember a P-51 that
buzzed the avenue at tree-top height and then banked
around the Arc. People began snake dancing along the
avenue: in and out of cafes, around trees, through foun-
tains, everywhere; shouiing ‘Vive la France! Vive les
Allies! Vive les Americans!” On the side streets every con-
cetvable kind of vehicle; jeeps, trucks, horse-drawn taxts,
were careening around filled with laughing screaming
people and flags of all the allied nations fluttered from
balconies and windows. This day meant the end of long
years of war and hateful occupation for these people and
they were making the most of the hour of vietory. I had
to go back to the base about 10 o’clock and on the way
we passed through several French towns where we had
to thread our way through impromptu celebrations and
streei dances. All told, it was a night to long re-
member.”

* * *

With the news of Allied Victory the 13th Airborne re-
turned to its stations in the department of Yonne to await
further orders. It was announced that the Division would
be redeployed to the Pacific Theater to participate in the
invasion of Japan. Reports in “Stars and Stripes” stated
that the 13th was scheduled to sail for Japan in Novem-
ber with a stopover in the States between theaters.

While awaiting official orders the men of the Division
were given the opportunity to visit London, the Riviera
and some of the battle areas near Worms, Germany, and
Metz, France.

“After VE-Day some of us got over to Germany to
see some of the battle areas and the places we would
have been fighting if ‘Choker II" had gone through. A
couple of us went one day to the village that would have
been our objective. We saw a rough copy of the Nazi un-
derground symbol nailed to a tree when we hit the edge
of town and we began to feel uneasy. Then as we mosied
in toward the main drag people gave us the cold stare, a
hush would drop over a group chatting on a street
corner and the place had the air of a tomb. There were
a few walls or maybe a couple of floors of a big building
left in the main section of town. Largely the architec-
tural splendor, if any, of this Kraut hamlet was caved
into the cellars and piled up at the curbs. We felt any-
thing but comfortable walking through that town. Fin-
ally, when a fraulein came wheeling around a corner on
her bicycle, saw us, and turned around to take off in
the other direction, we’d had enough. We turned around.
too, and walked away.

“Another town we hit was more cheerful, though. The
kids came out and gathered around us, asking for candy,
and babbling away a mile a minute. We went into a
bar for a beer and the fraulein in charge started talking
to us right away. She said she’d had a brother in the
army who'd been killed in the ‘Bulge. [ said I'd lost
a buddy in the same mess and it gave me the feeling
we had something in common “til I remembered the SS
ring on my finger and the dead Kraut it had come from.”

* * *

News was released late in July that the Division de-
parture date was set for August and all personnel were
ordered to return to their bases. At this time a reshuf-
fling of men under the point system was effected. Men
with service in two theaters were transferred to the 82nd
Airborne Division, and high-point men were sent to the
17th. Concurrently a large body of low-point men from
the 17th brought the Division to a strength of 15,000.




The 13th moved to Camp Pittsburgh in the Reims As-
sembly Area for the processing necessary for redeploy-
ment. There were numerous inspections and all the
equipment to pack again. The news of the first atomic
bomb reached the Division while at Pittshurgh. The
Division wondered, with the rest of the world, about the
implications of this new destructive weapon but the par-
ticular concern was with its possible effect on redeploy-
ment. With the Russian entry into the Japanese War 8
August, '45, anxiety increased as to whether the Division
would really be going home.

* * *

“When we left Camp Pittsburgh for the staging area
near Le Havre the gwys were all wondering whether we
would really get on those ships. Every time the train
stopped there were shouts out the windows, “is the war
over yet? —what’s the news from the Pacific?” At one
station there was a newsdealer. He sold his papers so
fast it must have made his head swim. The papers were
read quickly: they didn’t tell us what we wanted to
know. The rumors were as thick as leaves in the fall
but they only increased the tension, nobody knew what
to believe. The invasion of lapan was still hanging
over our heads when we shipped out. Except for a few,
the official news of the surrender came over the ship’s
radio.”

* * *

The men of the Division reached various ports on the
eastern seaboard of the United States in the latter part
of August, 1945, and were sent to distribution centers
near their homes for furlough. When the 13th arrived
in the States the plan was for the Division to continue to

the Pacific for occupation duties. However, by the time
the men returned to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, these
plans were cancelled by the War Department. At the
time of writing the Division is gradually readjusting it-
self to peacetime functioning at Fort Bragg.

Although some individual units of the 13th Airborne
Division distinguished themselves in battle, the Division
as a whole was withheld from combat in the European
Theater of Operations, and the abrupt end of the
Japanese War precluded use of the Division in the Paci-
fic. What the future holds to fulfill the early promise
of the 13th is more than anyone can say. It is certain
that the importance of Airborne tactics and the value of
Airborne units was decisively proved in the crucial stages
of World War II. The refinement of Airborne technique
will necessarily continue and in future years the men of
the 13th Airborne Division will look with pride at their
contributions to the development of this important chap-
ter in America’s military history.




ACTIVATION DAY

Commanding General..................

Asst. Division Commander.............

Div. Artillery Commander..............

Chief of Staff ....
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Chaplain ........
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Signal Officer. .. ..
Ordnance Officer. .

....................
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153rd Abn AA Bn

299nd -Abn Med Co.ivvvvi commmnnion i

713th Abn Ord Co
513th Abn Sig Co.
409th Abn Qm Co

....................

Brig. Gen............. George W. Griner
Colavvais sivsyes vas Stuart B, Cutler
Coksu i ssmmas mamsmau Eric S. Molitor
(gl ., o ——— Richard F. Ovenshine
Majooooiie i Leo Guibault
Majeov: sisisesi e William J. Blythe
Bt Colicwan cunnusias Frederick O. Hartel
Matjoans sopsmmsmmsssn s Sigfrid E. Carlson
VIR scvcoisoni vess wmissssssians Willard F. Smith
Maj...ooovunnnn... Wesley H. Armstrong
Majaovesass sviaas sag Inzer B. Wyatt
Majovwwm o vom sassme Harry Brevda
- S —— Rollin F. Bunch
Maj...ooovininnnnnn.. Claude R. Ingram
Maj..... CERR e Allan A. Blatherwick
Moo wecmeiem mws wmo Ralph E. Zahrobsky
Mo vvsssosimsssiaisn Fred E. Haderman
CAPE onmmimanepesmemmenms Stanley F. Scholl
Capteisiass dos s s miva s Floyd H. Hauffe
Captiessvsuirass George R. Bethune, Jr.
CRPEG i s Robert J. Murphy
/] N Albert H. Dickerson
Colovvvvvvnnn. ...Walter S. Winn, Jr.
Coleiici o oimemais il Rowland R. Street
MéTiosas e ens Ralph O. Brown
Eit iC0 s s s mrsinm Clark Lynn, Jr.
L6 Codis s wasmons Howell G. Long
Maj.......oonnnnn Allan A. Blatherwick
Ltz QoL siona s sniig svm i Harry R. Hale
Caple. covvnaaana v Myron O. Howle
5 R John B. Hart
11 ) [ SR Ray H. Puckett
Caple. .. cvovvvnnnn. Walter O. Tritscher
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HARRY S. TRUMAN
Commander in Chief

GENERAL GEORGE MARSHALL
Chief of Staff, U. S. A,

GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
Supreme Allied Commander

GENERAL JACOB L. DEVERS
Commanding Army Ground Forces

LIEUTENANT GENERAL LEWIS H. BRERETON
Commanding General
Allied Airborne Army

LIEUTENANT GENERAL MATHEW B. RIDGWAY
Commanding XVIII Corps Airborne

MAJOR GENERAL ELBRIDGE G. CHAPMAN
Commanding General
13th Airborne Division

BRIGADIER GENERAL MONROE
Assistant Division Commander

BRIGADIER GENERAL MOLITOR
Division Artillery Commander
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 GLENERAL
L-1

FORMER G-1’s
Major (later Lt. Col.) Leo Guibault, 13 August 1943
to 28 February 1944.
Lt. Col. John T. Ellis, 29 February 1944 to 21 July 1944.

Major Karl F. Ockershauser Jr., 22 July 1944 to 22
August 1944.

Capt. Raymond D. Dopp, 23 August 1944 to 2 October
1944.

Lt. Col. Bernard G. Teeters

CWO Joseph H. Pobloske Ist. Lt. Charles W. Bright

’_



aTAFF
h-C

FORMER G-2’s

Maj. Samuel G. Kail, GSC
From 4 July, ’44 to 2 Jan. 45

Lt. Col. William J. Blythe

Maj. A. D. Budz, Jr. Capt. E. W. Hartman Capt. T. J. Okelowich Capt. S. R. Granberry
Asst. G-2 Asst. G-2 Asst. G-2




LENERAL
-3

Capt. R. R. Bird, CE Capt. J. D. Erskine 11l
-3 Liaison Officer

Asst.

Col. Frederick O. Hartel
vods o8BS

Maj. R. D. Dopp Maj. J. A. McCullough, Maj. L. W. McChesney Maj. R. S. Storey, Maj. 5. 6. Kail 6.5.C. Maj. E. A, Tomasik, Capt. J. B. Lauer F. A,
| and E Officer A.C., Air Advisor G.5.C., Asst. G-3 Air-Ground Lia. Officer G.5.C., Asst. G-3, for Liaison Officer
Air
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Lt. Col. Sigfrid E. Carlson
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Maj. Andrew J. Jessee Maj. J. Saikewitz Maj. Ben Z. Houston Capt. Joseph Gold CWO George W. Lynch  Ist Lt. C. W. Lafferty
G.5.C.




aPELCIAL

A-b

OFFICER PERSONNEL — ADJ. GENERAL SECTION
FORMER A. G.s

Lt. Col. Willard F. Smith, Activation to 7 May 1944

Major Niels R. Jensen, 8 May 1944 to 9 July 1944.

Maj. Vernon L. Wimberly, 10 July 1944 to 28 July 1944.

Major Don W. Dunn, 29 July 1944 to 5 September 1944.

L. L. McCullough Ist Lt. G. L. Overstreet CWO D. K. Eitchie
A.G,

Maj. Don W. Dunn  Capt. B M Goldman Ist It.
Asst, A.G. . AG, AG-Personnel AG-Classification Asst,
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Lt. Col. Carl S. Brandner, |.G.

= |
= FORMER I G.'s

) Maj. W. H. Armstrong, Activation to Dec. 1943
Lt. Col. Stanley T. B. Johnson, Div. Engr. Lt. Col. G. W. Greathouse, Dec. 1943 to July 1944

Lt. Col. Rollin F. Bunch, M.C., Div. Surgeon

FORMER ORDNANCE OFFICERS
Maj. G. R. Bethune, 15 July 1943 to 22 Aug, 1944
Maj. P. H. Decker, 29 Aug. 1944 to 17 Oct. 1944
Present Maj. Phillip H. Decker, 6 Nov. to date.

FORMER DIV. ENGR

Lt. Col. A. A. Blatherwick,
Activation to 14 October 1944,
Maj. E. C, Wallace, 15 Oct. 1944 to 5 July 1945,

Lt. Col. Glen H. Collins, Ordnance Officer

Lt. Col. Ralph E. Zahrobsky, Div. Q.M. Lt. Col. James E. Reilly, Div. C.W. Officer

FORMER C. W. S.
Major Stanley F. Scholl
Activation to July 1944

Lt. Col. Floyd H. Hauffe, Div. Signal Officer




aTAFF

SPECIAL

Maj. Frank E. Lobianco, Provost Marshal

FORMER P. M.'s
Maj. Harry Brevda, Activation to August 1944
Maj. W. T. O’Byrne Jr., Aug. 1944 to March 1945
Capt. George J. Hecko, March 1945 to July 1945 Maj. James C. Clore, Special Service Officer

Maj. William J. Higgins, Hg. Commandant

FORMER S. S. 0.
Major Robert J. Murphy
FORMER HQ. COMMANDANT Activation to 14 April 1944

Lt. Col. Harley N. Trice
1 March 1945 to 5 November 1945

FORMER J. As
Lt. Col. I. B. Wyatt, Activation to 8 April 1944
Maj. R. F. H. Pollock, 9 April 44 to 22 March '45
Capt. G. P, Rosen, 23 March 1945 to 15 Aug. 1945
Ist Lt. W. J. Reseburg Jr., 16 Aug. 1945 to date

Captain Edwin B. Meissner, Asst. |.G.

Capt. Paul H. Eggers, Finance Officer

Chaplain (Capt.) Samuel A. Granade, Div. Chaplain

FORMER CHAPLAIN FORMER FINANCE OFFICER
Lt. Col. Claude R. Ingram . Lt. Col. F. E. Hadermann
Activation to 10 July 1945 1 August 1943 to 17 Oectober 1945

Capt. Stephen E. Hudecki, Dental Officer
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SPECIAL TROOPS HQ.
HEADQUARTERS—HDQTS. COMPANY
MILITARY POLICE PLATOON

BAND

222nd MEDICAL COMPANY

DIVISION RCN PLATOON

513th SIGNAL COMPANY

713th ORDNANCE COMPANY

409th Q.M. COMPANY

DIVISION PRCHT. MAINT. COMPANY



Debarkation Ships



Lt. Col. Trice
Commanding Special Troops

Capt. Senko Capt, Wright
Adj. Special Troops Exec. Officer Special
Troops

SPECIAL TROOPS HEANDOUARTERS

HEADQUARTERS Special Troops was activated at Auxerre, France, on 1 March,

1945 with four officers and seven enlisted men. It remained stationed at Auxerre,
until the movement of the 13th Airborne Division for redeployment to the Pacific
Theater at which time it was transferred from Auxerre to Camp Pittsburgh, France,
thence to Camp Philip Morris, France. The unit arrived at Camp Shanks, New York,
on the 22d of August 1945 and was finally transferred back to Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, the former station of the 13th Airborne Division.



Capt. Albert F. Dawson

HE 13th Airborne Division’s Headquarters and

Headquarters Company was formed at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina around a nucleus of one hundred and
fifty cadre men from the 78th “Lightning” Division.
After the Company had taken their qualifying glider
flights the news came that we were moving to a new home
at Camp Mackall, North Carolina. We arrived at Camp
Mackall the morning after fire had destroyed our new
home area and the Company remained on the Main Post
until other arrangements could be made.

A short time later the Company initiated its thorough
and intensive training program. During May of 44, the
Company and Division Headquarters were ordered to
conduct a CPX problem at Camp AP Hill in Virginia
for the purpose of gaining experience in field operation
of a divisional headquarters. The problem consisted of
defense of the CP and the operation of the Division
Headquarters with higher echelons. A sidelight of the
Virginia trip was a pleasure trip to Washington. Follow-
ing the end of the CPX the unit returned to Camp
Mackall and began to look forward to coming maneuvers.
The Division’s maneuvers occurred during September
of ’44. After three days of “sweating it out” at the
Laurinburg - Maxton Air Base, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company took off and participated in the air
movement phase. Next came the ground phase in which

HEADNOUARTERS ANI)

HEAIIWUARTERS COMPANY

Ist Lt. Wray, James............coviuuen Gaston, S. C.
August 1943— January 1944

1st Lt. Robinson, Samuel W........... Bush, New York
January 1944—September 1944

Capt. Weller, Albert E........... New York, New York
September 1944—January 1945

Capt. Hecko, George............ Bloomington, Indiana
January 1945—March 1945

all personnel participated. With maneuvers completed
we returned again to Camp Mackall to prepare for the
ultimate mission of going overseas and being committed
to combat.

February found the Division in France. A brief stop
over in the “Sea of Mud,” Camp Lucky Strike, broke our
trip to Auxerre. Auxerre wasn’t all ease and luxury
either. Soon various sections and units of the Company
started work on our missions, both in Auxerre and later
at A-48 Airfield near Paris, With all missions ultimately
cancelled and V-E Day history, the Company returned to
Auxerre in May and took part in the Division’s recrea-
tion program,

In July the Company received the news that we were
returning to the States, perhaps enroute to the Pacific.
The 22nd of August 1945 will never be forgotten by the
men of the Company. when at 2300 the first outline of the
United States coast line was sighted. With the welcome
we received as we sailed up the Hudson River, we knew
we were home in the greatest country in the world.

Upon our return and during furloughs some of the
men were soon separated from the service. The re-
mainder of us reassembled at Fort Bragg, the same Post
where Headquarters and Headquarters Company had its
beginning.
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Ist. Lt. John A. Benjamin

HE M. P. Platoon of the 13th Airborne Division,

which was activated with the division, was small
until March 1944 when, by the influx of ASTP men, it
was increased to thirty-three men. Its duties were mani-
fold, however, entailing town and traffic patrols and
security measures.

During the maneuvers of September 1944, the platoon
had its first real test of handling traffic under difficult
conditions having to be virtual encyclopedias of informa-
tion concerning the whereabouts of units. This proved
to be difficult in view of the Air Corps’ unusual method
of spreading men all over Western North Carolina.

On January 26, 1945, the M. P. Platoon sailed from
New York and in due time we disembarked at Le Havre,
France. On February 16, the platoon joined other units
of the division in Auxerre, France, where our new head-
quarters were set up in the town’s museum. Duties were
varied, ranging from guarding the divisions TOP
SECRETS to patrolling the network of roads among the
towns of Sens, Joigny, Auxerre, Chablis, and Tonnerre.

During the first days of April, the platoon moved to
an American air-strip near Arpajon, France. Here the
platoon waited—eating steaks, bathing in the sun, going

"Sweating it out at Camp

Able, France." “Californians abroad."

MILITARY POLICE

PLATOUON

FORMER PLATOON COMMANDER

Ist Lt. Sass, Irwin A., September 1943 to August 1944

to Paris 15 miles distant, and listening to innumerable
rumors until orders finally came. The road-tail of the
unit piled into their jeeps and set out for Germany. They
reached Heilbronn, Germany, before word of the mission
being cancelled reached them.

Soon after this, V-E day came and then a very unfor-
tunate young citizen, George Manus became our “hard
luck” champion with a eritical score of 84 points.

About May 15 the unit once more reassembled at
Auxerre to resume routine duties. In July Sergeant Alan
Hack and Pfe. Bill Caufield proved in a division elimi-
nation tournament to be among the best golfers in the
13th. Cpl. Bill Kennedy, whose pitching record for the
champion Division team was eight wins and no losses,
added to the platoon’s laurels. Soon, without too much
reluctance, we prepared to go home with the other units
of the Division and pay our joyous respects to the
“Traffic cop with the torch” in New York Harbor.

As we review our experiences with the “Lucky 13th”
we are thankful for our association with the Division and
proud that we were able to contribute to the smooth fune-

tioning of its plans.

"Chateau Pommier." "Little Beaver."




Top row—Left to right—Baker, Utah; Thomas (Red), Ind.; Robt. "On the Ferry-Hudson River—Almost Home."
Brown, Colo.; Sgt. Joseph O'Kelly, Miss.; Lewis R. Bodine, Everett,
Wash. Bottom row—Left to right—R. C. Bledsoe, W. H. And ,

N. C. and Jack Emery, Pittsburgh.




Charles O. Shrader (W.0.J.G.)

HE 13th Airborne Division Band is the outgrowth

of the merger of two Ground Forces Bands, hoth
of which were serving the Division at Camp Mackall.
The 274th AGF Band was the first to be redesignated
13th Airborne Division Band. The 274th served with the
36th Division in World War 1. In April 1944 the band
was relieved from assignment to 2nd Army. and was as-
signed to XIII Corps, to be stationed at Camp Mackall.
Upon arrival at Camp Mackall, the group was attached
to 13th Airborne Division.

The 13th Airborne Division Artilley Band was acti-
vated at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, 15 May 1942, as
339th Infantry Band, 85th Division. In July 1943 the
group moved to Fort Bragg to form the nucleus for the
Artillery Band of the 13th Airborne Division. The Divi-
sion Artillery Band moved to Camp Mackall with 13th
Airborne Division in January, 1944, and until March of
1944 it served the Division, along with the Band of 513th
Parachute Infantry. With the departure of the 513th
Band in March 1944, the Division Artillery Band was the
only Band in the Division, and was therefore called upon
to serve the Infantry Regiments as well as Division Artil-
lery, until the arrival of the 274th Band, 27 April 1944.

In ‘August of 1944, Chief Warrant Officer Allan T.
Buggett was awarded the Legion of Merit by Major

DIVISION BANI

FORMER COMMANDERS

Baggett, Allen T. Jr.,, CWO.......... Midlothian, Texas

June 1944—October 1945

Shrader, Charles O. (W.0.J.G.) . .iivviiiviiiiiines

October 45—Present

General Chapman. CWO Baggett had been recommended
for the award by General Kreuger in recognition of his
outstanding achievement as a band leader as shown by
the band’s excellent record.

Upon departing for the Port of Embarkation, the Band
was the last group to leave, having remained behind to
furnish music for the departure of the entire Division,
and finally furnishing farewell music for the group with
which they were to move. When the day for embarka-
tion arrived, the process was reversed—we were the first
group to embark, in order to be on hand to play for the
remainder of the troops to ship with them. During the
voyage, members of the band spent much of their time
maneuvering instruments through the passageways of a
ship, in order to play concerts on deck and to have jam
sessions for the men in the compartments and for the
officers and men in the messes. Between digging paths.
garbage dumps, and other items of necessity and con-
venience at Camp Lucky Strike, the Band played concerts
in all of the areas in which the Division was stationed.
We settled in Joigny and were attached to the newly ar-
rived 517th Infaniry Regiment. The Band then initiated
a program of furnishing music in the three major cities
in which the Division was located, in addition to
trying to take care of smaller units which were located



in smaller towns surrounding these cities. Concerts,
parades, reviews, Bastille Day celebrations, dances,
parties, receptions, shows, and decorations kept the group
busy seven days a week. Wherever the band appeared,

generation following the dance bands, the olde
tending Sunday afternoon concerts, and the entire

were assigned duty with supply sectiong/
stay in marshalling areas, the Band se
to play in the various airfields where
tioned, in addition to taking larger gron
field days. The fame of the nrgamzatlon
through the efforts of the dance band, and W
to play at the Red Cross Club in Versailles
forthcoming. This was followed by two very su
appearances at the Stage Door Canteen in P2
which a commendation was received from the Director
of the Canteen. The entire Band made two trips to play
for ceremonies of the First Allied Airborne Army, with
subsequent commendations from General Brereton and

Division Band
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General Parks. Shortly before departing from France,
a unit from the Band was assigned to XVI Corps for
several days to furnish entertainment in conjunction with
the Corps Swimming Meet.

t its ravages were at Camp Pitisburgh. Dur-
here, the Band played for reviews and pres-
corations, and furnished music for parties
Ipon departure from Pittsburgh, most of
gts. were packed for shipment to the As-
re4fin the States. Only enough instruments for

----- =FeT the first three days, even the instruments were

all recovered, and the
evening sessions became SOP.

ick. Eventually, however,

Of those who served so faithfully with the Band, only
a few now remain in service. To those who are no longer
with us and whose efforts have given the Band the record
it now has, the ones remaining offer their sincere thanks.




CAPT. CHARLES E. ERIKSON
Commanding Officer

In July, 1943, the cadre arrived from Camp Buiner
to organize the 222nd Medical Co., which was activated
with the 13th Airborne Division, and immediately there-
after a series of basic training cycles was inaugurated.
By January, when the unit moved to Camp Mackall, the
men had completed three periods of basic, and on a
clear day the sound of creaking bones could be heard
for miles around. On the night of 15 Jan. 44, “the cold-
est in the recorded annals of the Sunny South,” the high
command shifted the company to Camp Mackall in a
lightning move. If we hadn’t put stump juice in the radi-
ator the jeeps would have frozen. Twenty minutes after
our arrival, when the Guadalmackall Beachhead had
been firmly secured, cries of “Basic Training”, “Basic
Training”, rent the frigid air and off we went on the
old merry-go-round again.

In April and May the company finally became air-
borne, having learned to load and lash in their sleep.
When the time came for our first glider flight, there was
a mad rush for jump school. When the jumpers came
back, the rush was for passes and furloughs, as there was
a lot of shining boots and wings clamoring for civilian
altention,

ccend MEDICAL
LOMPANY

FORMER COMMANDERS

Major Myron G. Howle .... July 1943—October 1945

Summerton, South Carolina

Captain Charles E. Erikson .... October 1945—Present
Cavalier, North Dakota

Shortly after this we became the 222nd Auxiliary En-
gineers; we re-landscaped the company area, creating two
lakes and several canals. After every rain the Mess Ser-
geant did a thriving business ferrying customers to and
from the mess hall.

On 25 Sept. 1944, an epidemic of dysentery, trench
mouth, hives, barber’s itch, and emergencies at home hit
the company, and one could plainly see that it was ma-
neuver time. As medics, we prescribed a C. C. pill, an
aspirin, or both for these assorted ailments, and took off
for the pine trees and sand.

About this time overseas shipment was imminent, so
G-3 quickly slipped in another session of basic. The idea
was to Separate The Men From The Boys, but when the
final returns were in, where could you get a new com-
pany in a hurry? Fully hep to malaria discipline, jungle
training, judo, and conditioned by a steady rice diet
from our mess hall, we got the big picture on the South
Pacific and promptly took off for the E. T. O. At this
point we felt reasonably ready for anything, having been
trained, respectively, as medical aid men, drivers, am-
bulance orderlies, dental technicians, clerks, medical and
surgical assistants, cooks, and litter bearers.




Lined up at Auxerre France for Trip
to Camp Pittsburgh

Arriving in France, and having been without basic
training for almost two months, it was decided that a
nice, brisk walk in the clear, French twilight would be
just the thing. If there is anything we bring back to tell
our grandchildren. it's the gruesome details of that six-
teen-mile march from Auxerre to Toucy. Only the un-
flagging spirit of Major Howle going ceaselessly back
and forth along the ranks, exhorting his men to give it
that extra something, carried us on. Our only worry
was that the Major with his tireless cruising to and fro
would eventually run out of petrol for his putt-putt.

Arm Splint

Field Hospital in Old Chateau

About 1 April 1945 we moved to the marshalling area.
expecting at any moment to be awakened for that 4 A. M.
steak breakfast. But while SHAEF was erying “Wolf™,
the boys were acting the part in Orleans, Chateaudun,
and Gay Paree. When Germany surrendered on 8 May,
we returned to the woods of Auxerre but left our hearts
—or pocketbooks—in Pigalle.

On 12 August. after having done our bit for the Allied
cause by staying out of the Third Army’s way, we
boarded the “Thomas H. Barry”, and sailed for the
States, enroute to Japan. But V-J day came while we
were on the high seas, and after the usual amount of
“We go, we don’t”, we returned to Fort Bragg. where
we are wearily contemplating basic training as opposed
to civilian life.

222nd Medical Co. "Group I"



Lt. Maxwell T. James
Commanding Officer

The activation of the Division Reconnaissance Platoon
began about the first of March, 1945, in Auxerre, France.
At that time it consisted of a commanding officer and
eight overseas replacements. A chateau, six miles from
Auxerre was our “home.”

A week later our original staff was augmented by 18
men who were previously affiliated with the Office of
Strategic Services on combat duty in Greece, Italy, Yugo-
slavia, and islands along the Dalmation coast. These
men, possessing a wealth of information and technique
gained in combat, proved to be an asset of extreme value
to our unit. On the 15th of March another group joined
the outfit—men from the 153rd Anti-Aircraft Battalion
and the 326th Glider Infantry.

By the end of the month we had obtained our equip-
ment and completed our special training for combat.
Then it came: A mission across the Rhine had been
assigned the 13th! A high spirit of enthusiasm per-
vaded the outfit. The men were briefed; jeeps loaded
with equipment: guns mounted: