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THE SKIPPER
OF THE WESTMORELAND

CapraiN James “M™ Hicks, USN

[n the minds of all who served on boagd, the name of Captain James “M” Hicks is closely coupled
with the name USS WEsTMORELAND, for he was her Commanding Officer from the day she went into
commission until the time she went out of commission. All who served on the WESTMORELAND will

be interested in this short biography of him.

Captain Hicks was graduated from the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland with the class
of 1925. Duty took him first to the USS TEexas and a little later to the USS Denver. The DENVER
was operating out of the Panama Canal Zone at the time as part of the “Special Service Squadron,”

a designation for the task force which operated in the Caribbean area.

Having requested submarine duty, he was sent to Submarine School at New London, Connecticut
in June 1927. By December 1927 he had finished the course and soon thereafter received orders to the
S-30, part of the Asiatic Fleet. He remained on the S-30 until 1930, when he returned to the Academy
at Annapolis for post-graduate work in Diesel Engineering. He also took work in Diesel Engineering

at Pennsylvania State College.



After completing his post-graduate studies, he went to the S-12 as Executive Officer. He had served
in this capacity for a year when he was appointed Division Engineer of SubDiv 6. The S-12 and SubDiv

6 were based in the Panama area.

In the year 1935 the Navy assigned him to duty as inspector at the Electric Storage Battery Com-
panv, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The year 1937 took him back to the China Station as Command-
ing Officer of the S-41. He returned to the United States in 1938 and took command of the R-14.

The R-14 was operating out of New London, Connecticut at the time.

His next command, following the R-14, was the Submarine Barracupa (B-1), and the outbreak
of war found him in command of this vessel in the Panama area. He commanded the Barracupa

from 1940 until 1942.

Following his tour of duty on the BArRrAcUDA, he was ordered to Beloit, Wisconsin as Naval Inspector
of Machinery at the Fairbanks Morse Company factory. For his outstanding work in this capacity

he was awarded a citation by the Secretary of the Navy.

Captain Hicks reported to the Precommissioning Detail of the USS WestmorerLann (APA 104)
at Hoboken, New Jersey in December 1944. He became Commanding Officer of the WESTMORELAND

at the Commissioning Ceremony held aboard on 18 January, 1945,

From that day until the ship’s decommissioning on 5 June, 1946, Captain Hicks was the Skipper

of the WesrmMOorRELAND. He has been ordered to the Mare Island Navy Yard for his next duty.

THE MEN WHO SAILED THE WESTMORELAND

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

That their names may not be forgotten, it belongs to the completeness ol this book to include the
names of the Executive Officers who functioned on board the WestMORELAND. They are listed below

in the order of their sequences with the dates of their duty period.

1. Lieur. T. G. BurLer, USNR, from 18 January 1945 to 22 February 1945,

I

L. Compr. J. T. G. Nicuovs 3rd, USNR, from 22 February 1945 to 16 November 1945,

Lizur. R. L. BErry, USNR, from 16 November 1945 to 1 February 1946.

[*%]

4. Lieur. R. B. Davenrort USNR, from 1 February 1946 to 5 June 1946.



OFFICERS

For the sake of handy reference and to refresh names that have faded in our memories, a list of

officers who were attached to the WesrMoreLAND is herewith [urnished:

AvsrecuTt, H. C. W., Lt. Compr. (ChC) Hooxk, R. M., Ligur.
Anperson, C. K., Lr. (j.g.) Husearp, J. D., Lt. (j.g.)
Avres, A. P, Lt. (j.g)) Irwin, P. R., L. (j.g.)
Beepower, A. G. ELECTRICIAN Jones, J. M., Lieur.

Berry, R. L., LiguT. Kervy, J. F., Ligur, (ChC)
Boorn, G. T., Lit. (j.g.) Kervy, W. W., Rapio ELec.
Bracpen, J. W., Lieur. Kenneoy, T. A, Ligur.
Brabiriy, |. F., Ension Kerem, C. R., L. (j.g.)
Brenwm, A. H., Ciier Pay CLERK Kirgore, W. (n), Lt. (j.g.)
Breux, P. W., L. (j.g.) Kineavy, J. F., L. (j.g.)
BringEs, G. L., ENsIGN Korparzry, R. W, Lt. (j.g.)
Bucuer, A. C., Cu. ELec. LaBorpEg, O. (n), Lr. (j.2.)
ButLEr, T. G., Lieur. Lang, H. P., Lt. (j.g.)
Carrorr, W. B, L. (j.g.) MacDonarp, A. M., CARPENTER
CarTeEr, W. H., 2nd L., (USMCR) Mertrs, H. L., L. (j.g.)
Connerr, H. R., Jr., Ensicn MEevEer, D. B, Lr. (j.g.)
Corpace, E. J., Ligur. MiLrLer, B., L. (j.2.)

Cress, W. D., L. (j.g.) NeweLt, J. W., Ligur,
Davenrort, R. B., Ligur. Nicuovs, J. T. G., 3rd, L1. CombRr.
Dickinson, D. D., Lizur, Novt, W. H., Jr., Lt. (j.g.)
Durkin, L. J., Ligut. Orean, J. J., MacH.
Epwarps, W. S., LieuT. Ormsey., W. W. 5., Ligur.
Eiis, J. A, Jr., L. (J.22) Ossorn, H. W., Lt. Compr.
FravLE, E. V., LieuT. Oswarp, D. W., Lt. (j.g.)
Frey, D. B., L1. (j.g.) Procror, 'A. H., Lievr.
Gacriarpt, G. J., Ensign Reprern, L. H., Lt. (j.2.)
Gorpon, E. C.. Jr., Lt. CoMpr, RenpLa, G. G., CH. PHARM.
GorreLL, J. L., CHier Pay CLERK RoemverTE, C. W., LIEUT.
GraveLL, R. A., EnsiGN STRANCE, J. S., Ension
Green, R. H., Lt. Coumbpr, Syman, J. M., Lt. (j.g.)
HarussLEr, A. R., Lt. CoMDR. Tavror, T., Ensicn
Harkey, J. W., L. (j.g.) Trsincer, W. H., Ensign

Hareer, 1. W., Lr. (j.g.)
Hart, J. R., ComDR.
Harcn, R. E., Lt. (j.g.)
Hevrper, R. J., LieuT.

Warrace, J. C., Ensign
WartE, S. (n), PHARM.
Wourr, R. M., LicuT.

Henprickson, J. C., Jr., LT, (j.g.) Woop, F., Liut.

Henprix, J. G., EnsiGN Yeacer, A. A, L1. (j.g.)
Hoverooxk, J. P., Ligur, Yost, P. W,, L. (j.g.)
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PERSONNEL OF TRANSPORT SQUADRON TWENTY-TWO
COMMANDER COMTRANSRON 22

ComMoDORE S. P. JEnkINg, USN

In command of Transport Squadron 22 was Commodore Samuel P. Jenkins, USN, and his Chiefl
of Staff Officer was Captain Frank E. Vensel, Jr., USN. Commodore Jenkins used the WESTMORELAND
as his Flagship from 2 May 1945 until 7 October 1945, when he was piped over the side in Lingayen
Gull. His orders then took him to Tongue Point, Oregon for duty. When the WESTMORELAND stopped
at Astoria, Oregon, on 13 November 1945, before proceeding up the Columbia River to Portland,

the remaining members of ComTransRon 22 Staff disembarked.

A list of officers who functioned under Commodore Jenkins with ComTransRon 22 Stafl’ follows:

Abawms, J. L., Ligur. Harris, S. W., Ligur.

Berr, M. C., Ligur. Henpry, W. F., Cu Bosn.
Bostiex, L. O, Lt. (j.g.) Jaecerman, E. C., Lr. (j.g.)
CawLey, J. M., L. (j.g.) Loun, D., EnsiGN

Crinton, R. P., L. (j.g.) MarTin, E. B., Ligur.

Crinton, V. P., ENsIGN McAreg, R. E., Major (USMC)
Coruins, W. J., LiguT. MeMurtry, J. G., LiEuT.
Corpins, C. J., LieuT. MeaSuerry, R. T., Ension
Epwarps, K. N., L1. CoMpr. Megnan, P. F., Jr., Lt. CoMDR.
Gaurr, B. W., Lizur. Parrerson, W. G., Ligur.
Gernerr, F. R., L1, (j.g.) SuerrieLp, E. J., L1, (j.g.)
Gorpon, J. B., Ension Warsn, Rocer T., L1. CoMmDR.

Hackerr, J. E., Jr., L1. CoMDR. Wick, D., Ligvur.






ENLISTED PERSONNEL

To the crew of the WEsTMORELAND, all of whose names we have not space to print, we pay the
highest tribute. You carried on the work of the ship, often beyond the normal requirements of duty.
You put up with discomfort many times, but in a good, noble spirit. Without her excellent, reliable
crew the WESTMORELAND would surely not have been the fortunate ship she was. It will interest you
to know that during the time she was in commission, no less than 893 different enlisted men were

attached to the WESTMORELAND.

Since we cannot print all of these names, we shall print a list of those men who were present both

at the commissioning and decommissioning ceremonies.

Our special congratulations go to these 30 men who remained aboard the entire period of the ship’s
Navy service. You will remember many of these men:

Byrnes, James THoMmas, Jr., SK3c
Carwson, EarL KemeLE, SM2c
CarrsoN, Roy CLARENCE, Jr., WT3c
CarzeLro, JonN JoserH, Cox.
DemiTER, ANTON, BM2c

Dennis, BiLy WenpeELL, WT 3¢
FLorENCE, JackiE EVERETT, MOMM3c
GarsrArTH, RoserT Louts, MM3c
Hanun, LEoNaArRD MirTon, RM3c
Hubpson, James, Stlc

Jounson, Joun VErNON, GM1c
KevLLEY, STEWART RicHArRD, MoMM3c
Kerry, Georce Casewerr, CRM
Kerry, Joun BErnarD, Cox.

LennereLT, Roy, RMlc

LerteErLE, ELwoob, Cox.

MurL, Ravmonp Leg, SKD2c¢
PeTERSEN, HOWARD WiLLIAM, MoMM3c
Rmonbo, Ormrio, CST

Rocers, Istan, STM1c

RorvriNGER, Joun Nicnoras, MM2c
SamuiL, Freperick WriLniam, Jr., Slc
WintErRBOTTOM, ROY, MM3C

Wirrzerr, Raven Bovp, EM3c

Worrr, CHARLES, MM3c

Wortkr, Frirz, WT3c

WricHT, RaymMonD Avars, WT3c
ZAawobNIag, RicHArD JaMmes, Slc
Zemarrs, Joun Mataews, Cox.
ZiecLER, HERBERT A., Jr., MM3c



And you will remember many more of the following men who were present at the commissioning

ceremony and who remained aboard until the last two weeks of the decommissioning preparations:

ANnTHONY, RoBERT FrANCIE, RDM3c MecDanieL, Harry ALLEN, SF3c

BeENNETT, RaLPH RicHarD, Jr., RDM3c MEeRrRELL, Brirry Jog, Cox.

Bercomann, RicHarD Warren, Cox. MiLLEr, CaLviNy CoovLmace, Sle

Brake, RoperT JoserH, Jr., SK3c
Boeer, WavrTer Carr, Jr., GM3c

BorarLunp, Sven Earr, GM3c

BoucHarp, Norman Epwarp, Cox.

BrEAKEY, James HEnry, Jr., Slc
BresLow, Irwin, RoM3c
Brown, RoORERT ARTHUR, SSML3c
Burns, Norman L., Sle
Buss, HErBERT SaLsBURY, JR., SlC
Capy, ALeErRT ALDEN, OM3c
CarrFrEY, PAuL PETER, RDM2c
CavLLanan, JosepH Patrick, Cox.
CariSELLA, VINCENT JaMmEs, Sle
Carrow, RoeerT JoserH, Slc
Ciaruso, NicHOLAS JosEPH, SK3c
CArVER, LAURENCE OLIVER, M3c
ATON, MANUEL, JRr., SC3c
CreEck, Carn Epwin, SK3c

CLARKE, Maurice Tyrg, Sle

CorTrrELL, Harorp THomas, MoMM3c

Davipgon, THEODORE FLovp, Slc
Davis, GiLiam OweN, Sle

DeTERER, EDWIN AUcusT, Slc

FeataeErsTON, ROBERT FrRANCH, JR., SlC

FELLNER, WILLIAM ARTHUR, RDM2¢c

Frankrong, Louis ANTHONY, CoOX.
Jones, FLercuer Quitman, StMlc

Kamvk, CHESTER, Bkr3C

Korzentowski, NorRMAN STANLEY, Bkr3c

Lancston, Cowan Bourng, Slc

Moorg, Eppie Leg, STM1c
NeLms, Huston Eucene, Sle
Nicuoras, WiLriam Epmunnp, Sle
Nmxon, Joun TroMas, RoM3c
PerrY, JEssiE, STM1c

Pourson, Carr Lrovp, Sic
Price, ANnTHONY Liston, CK3c
PucH, WARREN SamuEL, Slc
Rawrs, RoeerT TEELE, Jr., Slc
RurtEr, HoLLis BArNETT, Slc
Saannon, Dan “B”, Slc
SteEBER, EDWARD RAavMonDp, Slc
St. Joun, Ricuarp Henry, Slc
Stokes, Lanpoon Kav, Slc
SurrEs, MAjor Dwan, Slc
TmMMERMAN, ALFRED ONEAL, Slc
Wirrtams, Louts RicHarp, MaM3c
Wirrs, Paur Everert, FC3c
Witek, Frep Josepn, Cox.
Wojcik, Joun MarTin, SC3c
Woon, Georce WiLLiam, Slc
WorrorL, RoBerT, Slc

Youne, RoperT JosepH, SSML3c
Z.ADORA, STEPHEN, SCi3c

ZaNGArA, CHARLES JoHN, Sle

ZELLNER, JosErH RicHarp, Cox,

Z1rBEL, ZANE Jonn, Cox.
Zirri, RupovpH, Cox.

ZucHERO, DANIEL JoserH, SK3c

ZumBrUN, ALBERT GODFREY, Jr., SK3c
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HISTORY OF THE USS WESTMORELAND (APA 104)

The WESTMORELAND Becomes a Navy Ship

The USS WestmMorELAND (APA 104) was commissioned a Navy vessel by Captain H. V. McKittrick,
USN, representing the Commandant Third Naval District, at Hoboken, New Jersey, on 18 January
1945. Captain James “M” Hicks, USN, assumed command.

The WEsTMORELAND was named for the counties of that name in the States of Pennsylvania and
Virginia. The latter county is the birthplace of George Washington and Robert E. Lee.

The keel of the WesTMORELAND was laid on 7 December 1943 at Pascagoula, Mississippi, where
she was built by the Ingalls Shipbuilding Corp. for the U. S. Maritime Commission. After con-
struction was completed, she was sent to Todd Shipyards, Hoboken, New Jersey, where she was con-
verted to an APA (Auxiliary Transport-Attack).

Shakedown

After commissioning, the WEsSTMORELAND went to Brooklyn, New York to fuel, load stores, and make
necessary preparations for putting out to sea. Trial runs were made in Long Island Sound and upon
their completion the ship left New York on 29 January 1945 and arrived in Hampton Roads, Virginia
on 1 February 1945 for a shakedown cruise in Chesapeake Bay under direction of ComPhibTraLant.
After post-shakedown availability in the Norfolk Navy Yard, she loaded at NOB, Norfolk, Va., and
sailed 22 February 1945, with Marine enlisted personnel who later disembarked at the Canal Zone
as passengers. On 1 March 1945 the transit through the Panama Canal was made enroute to Pearl
Harbor, T. H.

The WESTMORELAND Becomes a Flagship

On 14 March 1945 the USS WESTMORELAND arrived in Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T. H. and reported
to ComPhibsPac for duty. Alterations were undertaken at the Navy Yard, P. H. to accomodate a
squadron flag and to equip the ship as a Relief AGC. On 24 April 1945, Commodore C. D. Edgar,
USN, Commander Transport Squadron 19, and staff reported aboard, and the USS WESTMORELAND
became a squadron flagship. On 1 May 1945, Commander Transport Squadron 19 and stafl were
detached from the WesTMORELAND, and were replaced by Commander Transport Squadron 22 and
stafl on 2 May 1945, under the command of Commodore S. P. Jenkins, USN,

Training Off Maui

Between 24 April 1945 and 25 May 1945, the ship was engaged in amphibious training off the
Island of Maui, T\ H., at the completion of which she reported to ComServPac for duty.

Back to the STATES

The WEsSTMORELAND left Pearl Harbor on 23 May 1945 for Los Angeles (San Pedro), California,
arriving on 30 May 1945. There she spent 10 days. Getting underway again on 11 June 1945, she went
up the west coast and made the trip up the Columbia River to St. Johns, Oregon on 14 June 1945,
After loading cargo and taking aboard Army casual companies, she left St. Johns, Oregon on 17 June,
1945 arriving in Honolulu, T\ H. on 24 June 1945 where troops disembarked.



On 28 June 1945 the ship left Honolulu carrying returning Army personnel and arrived San Fran-
cisco, California on 4 July 1945, From 7 July 1945 until 24 July 1945, she remained in the San Fran-
cisco area.

After embarking U. S. Navy Construction Battalion replacement personnel, the WESTMORELAND
departed San Francisco on 26 July 1945 and arrived in Pearl Harbor, T. H. on 1 August where
troops disembarked.

More Training at Maui

On 3 August 1945, the ship moved to Honolulu, and loaded men and equipment of the U. S. Army.
From 5 August 1945 until 10 August 1945, the ship was engaged with a number of others in am-
phibious exercises off the Island of Maui, returning to Honolulu upon their completion.

After taking aboard other units of the same Army Division, the ship got underway again for Maui
Island. This training exercise took from 12 August to 17 August. It was during this period that official
news of the Japanese acceptance of terms of surrender came. As a consequence the ship returned to
Honolulu, disembarked troops and their equipment and proceeded to Pearl Harbor on 18 August 1945,

Carrying Marines to Sasebo, Japan

On 25 August 1945, the USS WestmoreLAND left Pearl Harbor under orders to proceed to Hilo,
Hawaii, T. H., there to embark part of the men and equipment of the Filth Marine Division. Upon
arrival in Hilo on 26 August, loading began at once. Upon completion of the loading, the ship pro-
ceeded to Pearl Harbor, arriving there 28 August. There she remained, waiting for a convoy to form
on 1 September 1945. The convoy lelt Pearl Harbor, en route to Sasebo, Japan, but stopped at Saipan
harbor, Mariannas Islands on 13 September, staying there 3 days.

On 22 September 1945, the WESTMORELAND arrived at Sasebo, Japan, and unloaded her cargo
and passengers, thus taking part in the initial landing of occupation troops on Kyushu Island, Japan.
She departed Sasebo on 26 September, and arrived in Manila on 1 October.

Carrying an Army Division to Sasebo, Japan

- After completing the loading of fuel and stores on 2 October, she left Manila under orders to pro-
ceed to Lingayen Gulf, Luzon, P. 1., there to embark men and equipment of the Army. Upon arrival
at her destination the following day, loading commenced immediately. The convoy carrying the entire
Army Division departed Lingayen Gulf on 9 October, en route to Sasebo, Japan, where it arrived on
14 October 1945.

““Magic Carpet’’ Begins for the WESTMORELAND

The WesTMORELAND left Sasebo, Japan on 22 October 1945 and arrived in Manila on 26 October
1945, and reported for duty in the “Magic Carpet™ to carry troops back home. It was about this time
too, that many of the WESTMORELAND’S men began to leave for discharge.

The first passengers to come aboard the WesTMorRELAND for return to the United States under the
“Magic Carpet” were a group of 28 Army Nurses, and a number of Army and Navy Officers, who
boarded the ship in Manila Bay on 27 October 1945.

Getting underway in the afternoon of 27 October 1945 the ship proceeded to Subic Bay, Luzon,
P. 1., arriving there the same day. On Sunday 28 October, officer and enlisted personnel, mostly
Navy, were taken aboard, and at 1634 the WEsrmMOorRELAND got underway independently for San
Francisco, California.
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.The ship followed the northern great circle route and encountered some inclement weather in the
northern regions. On 7 November 1945 the destination of the ship was changed to Portland, Oregon,
and early in the morning of 13 November 1945 the WesTMORELAND stopped at Astoria, Oregon for
an hour or so to discharge remaining members of ComTransRon 22 staff, before getting underway for
the trip up the Columbia River. Passengers disembarked at St. Johns on 13 November 1945, and the
next day the ship proceeded to the Interstate Terminal, Portland. )

After work on the ship had been completed at Portland, the WEsTMORELAND made her departure
on 17 December 1945. Although originally headed for Samar, P. I., the ship put in at Guam on 4
January 1946. She was next ordered to Pearl Harbor, and departed on 16 January 1946, arriving at
Pearl Harbor 24 January 1946. Here a capacity load of Army personnel came aboard and on 26
January the WEsTMORELAND set out for San Francisco, California. The destination was changed to
San Pedro, however, and on 1 February 1946 the ship arrived and disembarked passengers there.

Standing By in San Pedro

From 1 February 1946 the ship remained in the Los Angeles-Long Beach Harbor. On 4 March
1946 she moved in to the Terminal Island Navy Yard. Getting underway again on 21 April 1946 for
San Francisco, California, she arrived there on 22 April, and anchored just inside the Bay Bridge.
Departure from San Francisco took place on 27 March 1946, with destination Norfolk, Virginia, via
the Panama Canal.

Return to the Atlantic

The WesTMORELAND arrived at Balboa on the morning of 5 April 1946, and traversed the Panama
Canal on the same day, anchoring ofl Colon at about 2000. On 8 April 1946 she got underway for
Norfolk, Virginia, and arrived there Saturday 13 April to report to the Commandant Fifth Naval
District for decommissioning and disposal. The WesrmorerLanp goes back to the War Shipping
Administration for disposal to some shipping concern, under whom she will once again ply the seas,
but as a merchantman.

Decommissioning

Lying at anchor off Little Creek, Virginia, the long work of packing gear began. Later the ship
moved to Hampton Roads anchorage where decommissioning work continued. After docking and
putting ashore most readily-removable gear at Dock 3, NOB, Norfolk, the ship moved again to dis-

charge excess fuel.

Finally on 24 May, the “PA 104" got underway for the last time and moored at the Norfolk Ship-
building and Drydock Corporation’s yard across from the Norfolk Navy Yard. Final decommissioning
work commenced. Guns and clipping rooms, radio equipment and what-not, and ultimately the
crew themselves were removed [rom the ship.

On 5 June 1946 at 1000 in the morning, 16 remaining officers and 88 remaining men gathered at
quarters on number three hatch cover. Muster was taken. Lieut. Davenport, Executive Officer,
reported “All present, Sir!” for the last time to Captain Hicks. The representative from ComFive
read the orders directing him to decommission and accept the ship. Captain Hicks ordered the National
Ensign, Union Jack, and Commission Pennant hauled down. Then Captain Hicks addressed the
officers and men with a few sentences which are herein readdressed to all men who served aboard:

“As we decommission I wanl to say goodbye to all of you and to wish you each and everyone the
best of luck and happy sailing. It has been a pleasure to have as shipmales such a fine group of
officers and men, and I hope 1 may be shipmates again with those of you who are staying in the Navy.”
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LIFE AND TIMES IN THE WESTMORELAND

Remember the Smokers we used to have on No. 5 Hatch, with boxing and music and foolishness?
... with Mr. Ayres as boxing referee . . . Or how about the entertainments in the Mess Hall with the
magic tricks of PhM Bob Kervick? . . . And who could ever forget yeoman Tighe as “Chief Scrooge”
in a take-ofl on Dickens’ Christmas Carol at the Christmas party?

Do you remember how they used to call on the PA system about 1900 every evening: “All P.A.L.’s
and restricted men lay below to the Mess Hall for muster?”” . . . and how shortly thereafter the Mess
Hall was converted to a movie theater? . . . and then there would be that welcome announcement:
“The movie for tonight will be o

Can you remember when we used to have recreation parties at Pearl Harbor with Beer and Base-
ball all afternoon? . . . and do you remember the recreation parties at Hoover Beach in Guam and the
4 cans of cold beer intended for each man, and how in the end someone always came up late to claim
one or two warm ones, il that many . . .?

Do you recall how Mr. Carroll dressed as Santa Claus at the Christmas Party on Christmas Eve?
. and the presents for all hands? . . . Mr. Carroll worked like a seamstress on that Santa suit for
three weeks.

And how could we ever forget the “Lone Pine Mountaineers,” who performed on board while the
Marine Division Headquarters Company was with us headed for Japan . . . they were the best
musicians we ever had on board

And, of course, this column would not be complete without the mention of Mr, Joe Syman, his
ocarina, and his orchestra, and the valiant performances of his aspiring understudy, Mr. Ben Miller.

Then there was that really professional radio skit, **Amanda of Jerkwater Gulch,” written by Mr.
Cawley and Mr. Gelnett, with red-headed Amanda (Mr. Proctor) about to be ensnared by the wily
rich, and unctuous millionaire oil man (Dr. Kennedy).

Many will remember W. I'. Cockrell MoMM 3¢ and his one-wheel bicycle which he rode all around
the Mess Hall between the tables, and his act during an entertainment . . . all while the ship rolled
merrily from side to side between Pearl Harbor and the States . . .

Not a few will recall, too, the former professional clown, Al Britten, who travelled as a passenger

and put on some of his pet acts

Really, we should not mention the master of ceremonies, who was sure the fellows liked to hear

him sing

But how could we ever fail to mention our own “Big Bill” Smith, and the way he used to “Boogie
Woogie” on the piano in the Mess Hall.

And while we are on the subject of pianos we dare not omit the mention of Lt. (j.g.) Gelnett, who
entertained in the wardroom [or hours on end, never once repeating himself, playing piece after
piece on the piano

And this is the place, too, to pay tribute to the musical talent of Lt. (j.g.) John Ellis who played
much for the entertainment of the officers in the wardroom, and rendered faithful service playing for
Divine Services on Sunday

It occurs to us that the **Snipes™ would prefer to forget about the time they blew tubes while every-
one was enjoying a movic on No. 5 Hatch . . . There were a lot of black faces that night . . . and a
lot of red ones later . . . Maybe it would be best to change the subject . . .

Remember that liberty in Manila? . . . Remember all the rubble and ruin, the dust, the people,
and the smell of the place?






And then there are those, so it is said, who will never forget liberty in Colon, Panama, and the
Blue Moon Girls .

Furthermore there is a place in Portland called McElroy’s Ballroom that will be remembered a
long time by some of the crew . . . and maybe McElroy’s will still remember the WESTMORELAND
too . .

Also among the more interesting things to remember are the sightseeing trips made by boat all
around Sasebo Harbor. It was interesting, indeed, to see how the Jap fisherfolk lived. Remember their
houseboats, their one-room homes, their clothes, and the tiny children fishing on the river banks? .

But who could ever, ever, ever, ever, forget the *“Invasions of Maui™*?

And then there is the memorable time when we searched half the night for the soldier who didn’t
fall overboard from a ship just ahead of us, homeward bound . . .

Remember, too, how we rolled and rolled at Saipan while at anchor in the harbor? . . . or how every-
body hoped it would be calm for Christmas and we hit the roughest weather of the whole trip on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day?

Certainly all of us remember how we almost forgot the United States when we received no mail in
September, October, and a good part of November

Of course, speaking of mail, everybody knows about the many “Dear John™ letters so many of the
WESTMORELAND men seemed to be receiving [rom some fickle females

And then there was that memorable occasion when the Jap pilots came on hoard to take us into
Sasebo Harbor . .

Remember when little “Gyzmo™ came on board? He was the little pup who grew to be a “pooch™
in the I. C. room under the painstaking care of the electricians

Or do you recall how “Crash™ Letterle tried to ride herd on a Fleet Tug in Guam Harbor?

Remember the skinned-pig look of the beach party boys after someone started using a tin shears to
give haircuts while they were on the shores of Maui for a 21 day “vacation™? . . .

Think back! Can you remember those pre-dawn GQ's?

Surely every Navy man should be able to recall rather vividly the “shots™ for all types of diseases
the Medical Department was always giving out in doses of one to four and preferably in both arms . . .

But how about something pleasant, now, like the time all the ice cream was given away on No. 3
Hatch on the second ““Magic Carpet” trip.

Worthy of mention yet, before we close this chapter, is the memory of number 1% five-inch gun
bringing down all the target sleeves ... . by mistake . .

But the fish story that is no “fish story” is the one in which laundryman Stanejko caught a Jewfish
while we were at anchor off Colon, Panama. Reports of the weight of the fish hover around 200 to
250 pounds . . . But, of course, the fish got away

Above all; the one day we all can and dare never forget is the day the war ended . . . Will you
ever forget how you felt at that time?

We had a lot of fun on the WesTMorELAND. [t might have been otherwise . . . There was not a single
life lost in the WEsTMORELAND, and no really serious accident occurred to cripple or maim any man
. . . That is something for each one of us to remember and be thankful for . . . And thank God the

war is over . . .

Let’s win the peace!



Stirring the soup

The “*Chow Line”

““Best Bread in the
Pacific”
said the Bakers




TABLE OF TRAVELS OF THE USS WESTMORELAND (APA-104)

PorT ARRIVED DEPARTED

Commissioning date........_..____. 18 Jan. 1945
Hoboken, New Jersey................._._. 18 Jan. 1945
Brooklyn, New York..........coo 18 Jan, 1945 22 Jan. 1945
Long Island Sound, New York........_....... 22 Jan. 1945 24 Jan. 1945
Brooklyn, New York ... 24 Jan. 1945 26 Jan. 1945
Bayonne, New Jersey................. . RS 26 Jan. 1945 29 Jan. 1945
Norfolk, Virginia....__.__.___ 12 Feb. 1945 20 Feb. 1945
Cristobal, Republic of Panama.._........._..__... 27 Febh. 1945 1 Mar. 1945
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii....._.._.__ 14 Mar. 1945 14 Apr. 1945
Maui, Territory of Hawaii.._.__...._____ 14 Apr. 1945 14 May 1945
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii._....._.._.. 14 May 1945 23 May 1945
Long Beach, California.........._.._......_._... 30 May 1945 11 June 1945
Portland, Oregon ... 14 June 1945 17 June 1945
Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii..__..._____ . 24 June 1945 28 June 1945
San Francisco, California...._......__._._._.___ 4 July 1945 26 July 1945
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii......_.____ 1 Aug. 1945 5 Aug. 1945
Maui, Territory of Hawaii...............__._.._. 5 Aug. 1945 10 Aug. 1945
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii.. ... 10 Aug. 1945 12 Aug. 1945
Maui, Territory of Hawaii.. ... 12 Aug. 1945 17 Aug. 1945
Honolulu, Territory of Hawaii................. 17 Aug. 1945 18 Aug. 1945
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii_...._______. 18 Aug. 1945 25 Aug. 1945
Hilo, Hawaii, Territory of Hawaii......_... ... 26 Aug. 1945 27 Aug. 1945
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii...._.._.._..._ 28 Aug. 1945 1 Sept. 1945
Saipan, Marianas Islands............ . 13 Sept. 1945 15 Sept. 1945
Sasebo, Kyushu Islands, Japan...............__. 22 Sept. 1945 26 Sept. 1945
Manila, Philippine Islands ... 1 Oct. 1945 2 Oct. 1945
Lingayen Gulf, Philippine Islands.............. 3 Oct. 1945 9 Oct. 1945
Sasebo, Kyushu Islands, Japan. ... 14 Oct. 1945 22 Oct. 1945
Manila, Philippine Islands. ... 26 Oct. 1945 27 Oct. 1945
Subic Bay, Philippine Islands.............._... 27 Oct. 1945 28 Oct. 1945
Portland, Oregon.............__.._...... 13 Nov. 1945 17 Dec. 1945
Guam, Marianas Islands .. 4 Jan. 1946 16 Jan. 1946
Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii ... 24 Jan. 1946 26 Jan. 1946
San Pedro, California .. 1 Feb. 1946 1 Feb. 1946
Long Beach, California........................... 1 Feb. 1946 20 Mar. 1946
San Pedro, California . . 20 Mar. 1946 21 Mar. 1946
San Francisco, California . 22 Mar. 1946 27 Mar. 1946
Balboa, Republic of Panama.................. 5 Apr. 1946 5 Apr. 1946
Cristobal, Republic of Panama................. 5 Apr. 1946 8 Apr. 1946
Norfolk, Virginia. ... 13 Apr. 1946

Decommissioning date ... 5 June 1946



FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT THE USS WESTMORELAND

Keellaidon....... ... 7December 1943
GO PORH AR . oo scis s s it it it assssansazn:- ¥ 25000
Commissioned a Navy ship.....cccoocoviciicicciicccncee.. 18 January 1945
Date of decommissioning. ... ... 5 June 1946
Days in commission ... 504

Number of individual meals served.._..___________ 823,335

Gallons of fresh water distilled. ... 7,138,930
Totalshafb et e e e | DEOZASR]

Total shaft-miles steamed.__.__......_ . 54590

Times through the Panama Canal.......... ... . . 2

Times across International Date Line..._.__...._.... .. ... 4
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