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HTISTORY OF USS CABLE (ARS-19)

The keel for a new salvage vessel was laid on 24 Nevember
19048 at the Pasalt Rock Company, Napa, Californias Launched on
1 April 1943, the ship was sponsored by Mrs, Benmjanin T1lliot, wife
of the mssistant officer in charge of civil sonstruction, lnd.wna
honocrorth known as USE CABLT,

CAELF began her career as a rescue and salvage ship et
1400 on 6 Maroch 1944, at comissioning ceremonies along side the
Southern Pacifie Dosok, Vallelo, California.

During the first three days of her naval service CARLE re-
mainec at the Southern Faciflic ook while member:s of the crew filled
her innards with fuel oll, food stores, spare parts, and gear from
warehouses of the Pasalt Roclc Companye On 9 Mareh the commanding
offficer took her down San Franclseo l'ay to Titeron for a six-day
drydocking period, thence back to Vallejo for additional equipment.

“4, U With all cetalils completed in the uprer bLay anrem, she salled
to 3an Pranoisco on 19 Harch whare she remained until the 26th for
galivretion of her radio direction finder and macnetic ocompass,
installation of degaussing colls, and requlsitioning of nddifionnl
supplies from the Oskland Naval “upply ° 'epot.

Finally, after receiving orders to cdepart for San Niegod
and shakedown exercises on 20 March, tho commaniing offleer set a
course for the “outhern California seaport. “ave for rough seas
off Colden Cate and squally weather throughout most of the first
night, the twoeday trip was uneventfule CABLF arrived in 8an Diego
on thﬁ afternoon of 22 ¥arch and was moored to one of the Vest
Coast “ound ‘“chool dockss A complete materlial insvection was made
of the ship the next morning.

3ch.du11n¥ of shakedown exeéercises was intérrupted on 20
iareh by ordsrs from the Pleventh Naval Distrioct to depart for

Caps Lucas, VYexico, to assist a ship, whish had suffered a breéskdown
while ‘enroute from the east to the west coast of the United States.
Arriving off Cape San Lucas three days later, CABLE departed the
same day with the ship in tow astern and passed through the San
Diego anti-submarine net at midnight 7 April.

From 9 April until the final personnel and material inspect-
ion on 28 April CAELE spent almost every day at sea going through
shakedown exercises presoribed for e rescue-salvace type vessel,

The major event, requiring three days, was retraction of an ICT from
the heach south of Coronados
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"rom San Diego CAELE made a daylight trip on 27 April to
San Pedro to plck up & tow which every member of the srew thought
was bound for San Franciscoe They were mistaken. Within 48 hours
the ship was underway with the tow (Y¥C«l030 and Yr«G80), bound for
Pearl Harbor,

Ey this time the erew of CAELE had begun to feel keen
affection for her and had dbegun to use the more personal "we"'
when discussing her. She was s comfortale ship, Her 2,100 tons
rode well throu%h the rolling Paciflc, and her IJ9=-foot boa* and
2l4~foot overall length gave everyone freedom of movement for work
and reécreoation.

The trip to Pearl Harbor, all 13 ‘days of 1t, was uneventful,
The erossing, less than a week for many ships, was slow for CAPLE
because of her tow, The YP-broke loose in a heavy ground swell one
bisht and floated over several miles of the Pacifis dbefore 1t
could be retrieved in the early cdaylight hours, Overcast skles
curing the first week macde navigaetion diffieunlt, but long before
Oahu appeared on the horizon the skies had cleared and a suacessful
landfall promlised tc be a certalinty.

-<Upon arrival in Pearl Harbor on 12 lay, CABLE deposited her
tow, but not for longe Orders were walting for her to take both
units to Kwan Jalein Atoll in the Marshalls, "rom "wajalein she
departed for Milne Cay, New Gulnea, and renorted to Scrvlee Porce,
Seventh Fleet, for duty.

In company with four fleet tugs towing fto.tln% drydookl
and lighters laden with supplies, she i.rt on the morning of 19

May for “wajalein with her tows I8 dldn't locok mueh like a convoy,
a8 the ungainly tows developed a habit of drifting from side to

side and made it almost impossible for the ships to matntain station,
Despita the obstinate tows end slow speed, the ships arrived in
Filjuloln on 2 Junec.

- ‘Leaving the morthern 1arahalll atoll on 4 June, the convoy
started a junket down into the Southwest Pacific via Majuro Atoll,
‘‘arshall Islands, Terawa in the Gilberts, and Purvig Day, “olomon.
Islands, arriving in ¥ilne Lay on 14 July. CAPL¥ worked in each
port recovering barges or setting buoys, and on the last leg from
"urvis to ilne, towed the YO-24, but still had plenty of time for
the orew to awim, fish, and enjoy the sights on the islanda,

The commanding officer requested seven dt avalilability
imnediately upon arrival in Milne Pay for dryd ng and having
alterations completed, but before it was grtntnd the ship was sent
to Cape HNelson; off the northeast ccast of New Cuinea, to assist
the grounded 33 CHIEF JOSEPH. CHIEF JOSFEPH freed herself, however,
wlth out assitance, and CAPLE was ordersd to Kiriwina Island on
23 July to repair a propsller on 38 HANYANX, Unon completion of
this assignment, which took but a few hours, CAT'L™ got underway for
“11lne Fay, but during the night she received a clspatch to go to the
assistance of the SO YVONTTREY, aground on Cape Nelaone
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Arriving st Cape lNelson the evening of 24 July, she took
soundings before dark ancd next morming made fast a cable to the
transport's stern. In taking up anchor at noon CABLY was tossed
onto the reef by ground swells., fetrieving the wire from NONTFREY,
CAELY sueceeded in getting free of the reef, and, on orders from
the senlor salvage offlcer present, went to the starboard bow of
the grounded vessel, secured the wire, and took a pull without
sugoess. Then Just before nightfall she was ordered along with
four LCIa, to attempt to push "ONTINITY free., The maneuver was
auaosasrui. About mldnight HONTTREY floated free and CAETF peturned
to ¥ilns Bay on 26 July for a much needed avallability.

VWiith the Y0=~24 and a pontoon causewny in tow astern, the
vossel departed on 10 August for Tinschhaven, Yew Gulnsa, &nd
Yapus Island, At Finschhaven she left the causeway two days later
snd ghoved of { for Manus, arriving there on 1S Aususte

Pollowing orders, received prior to arrival in Yanus, CABLT
ot underway on 17 August for Calrns, Australiame The ship arrived
in the north Austrelis port on 21 Augnst, and walited until 4 Sept-
emter before getting ordera from Commander Servige Foree teo proceed
to ¥los Voendi Tsland off the northwestern coaat of Now Culneas

On 3 September CAZLY receolved orders to embark three 7ire
fighting teams with equipment., “hortly after 0800, trucks from
the salvage unit began arriving with pumps, foam, gear for the men,
and other supplies., Crews from the unit and CABLE had the equipe
ment loaded and secured for sea within three houra, but as orders
for the unit had not arrived from I'risbane the ship was ordered
to secure until the “ollcwing day.

The next morning salvage and fire firhting offlieers reported
aboard, and at 1100 CABLE departed, for Mllne Pay. Arriving off
Camadodo, Milne Fay on 8 Cepntember, officers and men were debdarked
within a few minutes after the anoﬂor was dropped., They had much
to ageomplish before nizhtfall, Ship's officers went to Tadavea
for further routing while the fire Tighters went ashore to
obtain additional supplies and equipment,

Tarly the next morning with all fire fighting equipment and
food stores aboard, CABLE weiched anchor and dteamed ouvt of the
harbor amidst the perennial Milne Bay mist. She arrived at Woendl
the morning of 10 Beptember and two days later she nrogeeded to
¥affin Bay to place a fire fighting team on QUAPAV,. She arrited at
Yaffin 14 hours later only to learn that CUAPAW had salled for
fiorotale Neturning to Woendi, CABLE stood by awalting ordors and
on 24 September she got underway to Alexishafen, lew Sulnea, <t e
sho was to assist Moblle Repalr Unit No. 1 in moving to Holinndia.
She arrived in Alemishafen on the 27th and during the next few days
CABLE made two round trips to !lollandia bofore completing her
assignmente
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“rom 7 to 18 Cotober, when CACLE departed for the Leyte
invasion, she made preparat!ond for the invaslion and assisted
Commander Maval Iagé as & harbor tuge CACLET departed Hollandle
harbor on the 18th in convey with 80 othey service forge, merchant
marine, and amphiblous ships, whose purpose it was to furnigh
logiutfo support in the lLeyte area, This convoy was the second and
smaller one to leave Tollandlia, and others were scheduled to follow
as the cnmpalign intensifled,

The first three days of the trip were uneventful with the
excention of the surprise announcement that only lizht res!stance
was encountered on the Leyte beachhead. TIxplosion of a mine off
the convoy's left flank created momentary excltement the third
morning, but mine warfare tactios had teught CABLE'S arew that it
was out of position and possibly the only one in the vicimity,.

"hen word reached the convey of the American blow o the'
"hillippine midriff, the force swung awey from Palau toward the
Fhilippines, as decoption was no longer negessary.. 1y i

A speedy fleet tanter, which had been towing & barge of
highly inflamraebtle avietion gaaollnaz broke her tow line on 23
Ogtobs:, and CATLYE was ordered to retrleve the barge. Ty ths time
she was altlo to secure a wire to the tow she was ten nmiles bahin’
the convoy and tralled at that distance the remalning 200 miles.
“he had become, threugh no fault of her own, the dangerous class of
all convoys, the straggler. Three tlmes in the dark waters off
Leyte Gulf the vesgel was challenged by Americaen patrol ships an?
hed to dodge two huge southbound allled convoys standéing out of the
gulf, . . : . )
CAELT'S weloome to San Tedro "ay, Teyte, was a ~lorious one
---three alr ralds the {irst day., Ip mid-gorning as she was snall-
pacing her way into the bay with her letharosharze dlongalde, Jap
planes appéared overhead. On all sides of the nhlpz_battleahlps,
orulsers, ‘destroyere, anc¢ lasser fighting shipe of the "I'RT ancd .
SEVENTT Mleots were laying down a srioke Screen, (as was learned
later), deploying into battle formation for a fight to the death
wlthvtﬁrao'ﬂlpponilo task forces which were at the moment ateaming
toward Leyte Culf. One helpful destroyer, seeing CAERLT in the
plicht of an unmaneuvérable tug, lsid e smoke soreen atout her but
not before an enarmy plane had straddled the ship and darge with
two 100-pound Yombse. Again at high noon the Japs appeared, but
were beat back by heavy anti-airoraft {ire, snd at 1700 they made
annother attempt without results. CADTT'S grew remained at genersl
quarters untll almost midnight but the only activity was reflection
in the clouds above Hurigao Ctralt from guns. of the oppesing Amere
lcan and Jap forces that were nounding nut the first round of the
Fattle of Teyts Culf,
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The ship's crew manned their “attle stations at 0450 on
25 COctober and stood by for two hours without firing a shot, The
Jap alrmen directed their attack at ships in the gulf 20 miles
away, but the next attack was much closer. Tn an effort to knook
out the recently captured Tacloban airstrip, where Navy planes
from sunken U.8, carriers were landing for fuel and ammunition,
the Japs attempted attack after attack, TFach time they were mat
by witharinﬁsriro from ships anchored aslong the Leyte beachs All
this time CABLE'S gwms remained cold, as she still had alongside
the dbarge of sasoline, which was anchored in late afternoon in an
isolated part of the dbay.

Although the battle had been fought no more than 70 miles
away, CAPLE kmew less about the “urigaoc Stralt engagement than did
newspaper readers at home, until the crippled destroyer ORAWT limped
into the bay alongside the fleet tug CHYCKABAW, Turing the alr rald
CAPLE was requested to help pump out CRANT, as the destroyer was
slowly sinking. ©She proceeded alongside GRANT and put pumps to
work immediately in her forward compartments while the fleet tug
pumped aft, Althouph the cdeatroyer had received 19 shell hite,
she was made seaworthy in two dsvys,.

. CABLE had momentary respite from the NRANT pepair job the
night of 27 Ogtoder. A Jap plane corashed inteo the S8 BFNJAMIN ITE
WHE'LER and by the time CAELF reached her, flames were racing mast
high, Fowever, with the help of her fipre~fighting experts and
another tug, the blaze was extinguished In an hour and fortyefive
minutes. Amidst another alr rald the ship returned to SRANT next
morning an continued efforts to make her ready for sess The taslk
somple on the 20th, she moved alongside WHIFILER to patch up
holes caused by the exploding tomber and an unexpended bomb that
went off whille CAPLE was fighting the firae,

The pight before the repair ship began sglvage operations on
WEEELF, she was ordered, in the face »f r storm of hurricane pro=-
portions, to assiet 88 CAPY CIWEFRIAND {n freeing herself from a
reef naar the satrance to “an Pedro Pavy., A stresin was ta'sen on her
stern but no movement belng noted within en hour, all work was
stopped for the nightes The storm, increasing to 80 knots at mid-
night, placed CAPLE in a dangerous position, making it sdvisable
to sast off and anchor 4in safer woteras, Next mnrn?nz she returned
to CAPT OTMRPFRIAWD, btut she had slipped off the reef “uring the
storm and needed help only to free a fouled anchor,

~ Before the morning had azed materially, AR®-19 was alongaide
YHRELER making preparations to patoch a mage of holes, one of which
was large enough to drive a leap through., The same day she patched
a small hole in 28 DAVID PIMEEY PTEIR, the resnlt of belng rammed
by an ICI.
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Hore in keeping with their method of attriction fighting, the
Japs began whilttling st our defensive screen of destroyers in e
Gulf on 1 November. The new approach, however, proved cQstly to
UsSe force:s In a short tiff, the task forces lost one destroyer
and suffered damage toc two others., ©ince the destroyers had higher
priority than WHEELER, CABLE proceeded to give first ald to 1SS
CLAXTON and US3 VILLEN, to ready them for return to rear area
repair bages, Needing only minor welding repairs, CLAYTON was
ready on 3 lovember, and on 12 November extensive hll repairs were
compleoted on ¥ILL®N,

On 12 November CADLE removed bent propellers from two POTs,
both of them casualties of the recent typhoon. PFefore completing
the repairs on the PCEs CAELF Was dispatohed to Mulag, ten miles away,
to extinguish fires on two bombed liberty ships. Tt was Black
Sunday in San Pedro Baye.

Henewing thelr aerial warfare after a week of virtually no
raids, the enemy successfully attacked four U,®, ships, hitting two
of them with bombs snd tie others with plunging planes. Fires
broke out on all four shipa with a resultant loss of life,but
surprisgingly enough only minor “amage was cavsed to cargo and the
vessels themselves,

As CABLE steamed aoross the bay toward Dtlag, sntiesireraft
batteries opened up on two Nii planes, which successfully bombed
two shipas. CAELF gave full rizht rudder, heeled over, and atarted
back to assist the nearest of the burning ships, but before she
reached her, the fire had been reduced to hot steam, The vessel
then nroceeded to the repair ship ACHTLLES, where her fire-fighters
had asnoldering, but persigtent fires: to check; and had debris, desd -
and injured to remove, '

Blood flowed for the first time emonget CACLF'S crew, when
five men suffered superficlal cuts from:a stray shell fired by a
nearby ship, ostensibly at an enemy plane overhead,

Toward mid-week, gotivity in the air dwindled, but on Leyte
fighting grew more drutal, The Japanese were sble to get reinforce-
ments ashore at Ormes, apnd the U,5, forces continued to land troops
on the opposite side of the island.

As the week waned the pernicious enemy in arms, earnparently
hopins to check the American advances and wipe out the cxpnndtn%
bteagchhead , reappesred in force. Twp unloaded liberty ships, CTLBERT
STEWART and ALCOA PTORTEER, were hit on suscesaive mornings and
CAELF went to their a!llagunce aach time, rinding few easualties
and only perfunctory camace.
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Letween 20 and 23 lNovember CAELE pulled L-T-000 off a Leyte
landing beach, repaired propellers on the I8T-1¢0, and relsed an
LM that had sunk off the bombed out town of Tulage On Thenksglving
i:y et dusk, the ship began the most gruelling part of her work at
vte.

A Jap plane, slipping in over Camar Island, brought the
repair=ship out of her turkey-day lethargy by dropping a torpedo
into the side of 88 GUS DARNYLL and started a fire that took
CACLE 1€ bours to extinguishe With the help of the fleet tugs
[IITDATSA and QUATAW, approximately five million gellons of water
were pumped into the DARTELL before the conflagration flickered and
dled at noon 24 November, CAILW'S fipe fighters were so intent on
saving the ship that a Jap bomber almost dropred a string of bombs
on her tefore a gunpers' mate spled him snesking in over Samar
Island and clipped him with a turst of shells, The plane swerved,
harmlessly dropping the bombs 50 yards astern, and tegan Rliding
toward the Samar hills tralling smoke all the way.

CACLL then steamed to the ald of a FPC, which had been bit by
8 bomb. The ship had the PC alongside for 12 Cays, repalring
damage and gettling her reacy for towing to s southern repalr base,
in the meantime, she administered repairs to the destroyers AULICK
gnd SUMMIR, pave medlcal alc to another Cestroyer and a floating
drydock, changed bent propellers on seven land!hg ships, ralded a
sunken iancinz craft, and made minor repairs to other vessels.

The December offensive of Ormoec I'ay, the last major enemy
supply port on Leyte's west coast, gave the Japs a tetter opnort-
unity to strike telling blows at U, S, warships and gmall transports,
A majority of the ships hit at Ormoc were elther towed back or
returned under their own power to “an Pedro Tay for emergensy repalrs.

In the first 1B Cays of the month CATLY, in addition to repair-

ing ATLICY, M7/, and a "7, rade repairs to the “estroyers
YUGFORD, LAMSON ancd CALIVTLL and three Lf¥e, all of which suffered
damage in Ormoc Eay battles, 7The three L°''3s were returned to duty
afte’ ha.lpg numerous holes patched, and the other ships were
patehed an® mnde ready for return to repalr beses. ''inor repairs
were made also to two LiTs,

7ith the Ormoc beachhead secu-ed by forces of Coneral '"ac-
Arthur's Sixth Army, the Japs ceased their ralds on shipping in Sen
Pedro harbor and made only wealt attacks on convoys making the ehd-
around sweep to Ormoce CADIE'S work on damsged ships came to an end
with the CALI®™"LL Job, but was intensirled on L°%g, which camaged
their propellers each time they landed oh the hard beach at Ormoc,
In the latter half of the month 1l 1LSVs were nlongside for propeller
repalrs, '
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The ship steamed out of San Pedro PBay on 4 January 194% into
tecalmed Leyte Culf, Joined a small aonvoz of B0 ships, and with it
moved southeastward into the Pacif'ioc until she formed in convey
with tha firat echelon of the Luzon attagk force. This convor of '
transports and amphibious craft wag mmense, presenting a three-mile
front and extending in column for ten miles. Directly astern of it
was anotheyr convoy »of llke sige, and while steaming into “urigeo
3tralt, 50 more ships from Leyte fell in behind the gecom?d nonvoy.

The convoy's escort of destroyers, oruisers, carriers, and
lanc=based alircraft was gargantuan, but still extensive enemy 6ppos-
1tion was expected. Upon passing fhrough Surizao “trait tha force
loft the »rotection of Amerlican held territory, axco?t for the few
hours 1t steamed westward of Mindoros As the ~énvor's route often
came within ten miles and seldom out of sicht of Tap=infested '
i1slands, both sky anc sea were constantly scanned for enemy oraft,
"ach day was a repetition of-thehgrevtoua one, until 7 January, when
the convoy was ralded by two light bombers, whish were shot down by
kiw a acreening crulger, In the evening a suicide plane gneaked out
of a dloud bank directly over the regr of the convoy and Aived toward
an 137, attempting to tomb it and then crash into another IAT, The
pllot missed both targets and went to a watery gravy with cold steel
from CABLE and half a dogzen other ships in his plane. Aerial astiv-
ity ended the next morning when a Jap plane spotted a fleet tug in
early twilight an¢ ineffectually dropned a bomd tetween her and
ARS-19. The previous night as the convoy steamed a bare 40 miles
off Menila, a Jap destroyer came out to harass the force but was
quickly sunk by an American destroyer, '

At dusk on “~Day-minus=one another convoy apneared on the
horizon and a task forece of battleships, scrulsers, an® aircrafé
carriers took shape on the left flank. *hg_invaafon force was he-
gilmning to assembls, extending south more than 40 milos and vpresente
ing.e solid front of 20 miles, : '

~™he convoy methodiocally moved cdown Lingayen Hulf, took stations
at 0700, © January anc widiteld for the fireworks. lHeavywelohts opened
fire on beach installations and continued for two and a half hours
thely task of reducing them to rubble, The Japs A1° not retaliate
and troops landed easily and started their long but speedy march

- - ”

toward Manile.

On i{nvasion day two enemy planes were observed over the gulf,
one the next day, and from then on, until 14 February, only ococas-
ional alerts reminded CTAB'E of thelr presence., The ship was kept
cognizant, nevertheless, that a war was in progress ashore by the
incessant pounding of the hillsides tn the east of San Fablan by
big guns of Amerlcen warships, and by a first rate artillery duel
north of Tamortis.
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CARLE'S flirst salvage assignment took her to “lus Peach, midway
tetween San ablap and Ltngnyan where for three days she removed
broached pontoon causeways anc Gwn LiTese The mssignment was a sun=-
rise to sunget one, its importance waa measured by the faot that the
whole filue "each unloadinp schedule was teins delayede The last
half of the month CAELE'C work, although extensive, was more or less
routine, save for the ralsing of a Jap submarine. The aut, laying
.in the shallow water of ~amortis, was 8 200=ton cargo vessel, the
“largest enewmy submarine the U, ", Havy had at that! time reaovered.

¢ “teaming for ~“ublc Jay on 14 February with two nontoom canse-
filyu in tow, CAELE arrived there the morning of 17 TFebruary.

+n 4 larch CACLIZ was ordered to survey ravaged Iorth liarbor
.where supnlen enemy vessels bloscked the unloading of Amerieanmrgo
"ships, walting in the outer harbor to disgorge thelr implements of
war. This was the blggest harbor clearance job of the war, and

fore /merica's strategic Thilippine seaport could be uno&, some

»0dd Japanese f{ighting, carso, nnd axphibious derelicts had to be
jised or bhlasted Into to'nbleag o FPrelimipa:y estimates revealed
e vhole operation totalling 0 ships would require two vears, hut

.~ unless the maln channels anc wharf areas were swept clear of debria
A three months the monscons over the South Jhina Dea would make
| sdarce scale salvage operations 41ffloult.

:ﬁiﬁ.

ﬁivldbﬁ

57 % -into three parties to more speedily ocomnlete the Horth
i bor inspection, salvage offlcers toured avery alip an® fetty to
g0t o comprehensive picture of the overall aitta*lon. f1fhov~h they

~ discovered many more vessels partlally or wholly submergec. inside

bhe Ureakwater than pre-libveration photographs lad revealed, they
”*3-0 most of them to be of wooden construction and sasily removalle,

rth darbor, however, was not the only ares pacred with wrecks. As
8 salvage un t. composed of two repeir ships, a TP, and four LC7s,
& stoamgd the bay salvaie men hali seen many large wrecks in

: qg ntlguaun to the seaward side of the breakwatcr.
AT Eﬂg the task of removing four scuttled ships from the
ance t outh Harbore.

. Ey thﬁ\ ocess of patching heoles, pumping out water and foreing
plr, ong h CABLE ralsed and towed away the Tirst of the

on Jap tanker, Tt was the flrst large wreck removed
a utrat‘llo area, Then she was riven the tank of making undere
w surveys .on I;'ooka inside “outh Harbor, working at this until

r On tctinu a salvaged Japanese hulk, CAPLE got underway
ﬁ;ubic ﬁ%nd & week later she raturned %o “anila with a 78=ton
e, ately arter her return, she was ordered bac- to “uble

idlh o sulVlstﬂ Jap tugtoet, and fro- there proceeled t- the mouth
of the :ancal River, 50 miles north of Sutlc on the west coast of
Imgon, to reeover from a gsancbar a srmall Thilipplne fralcht vesael,

@ﬁﬁée;wi.
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The freighter had been 8o badly battered in the surf that she could
not be kept afloat and she was rebeached at the river's mouth,

CABLE returned to Manila and on 30 May she proceeded to Morotal
) Iglande While in Morotal she made repairs to nmumerous ships and
i then loaded supplies for her forthooming third invaslon.

A On 26 June CARLE, steaming as a member of the invasion taak

group, stood out of Horotal, bound for Ballkpapen, Poreno, the Tast's
biggest outlet for the mci’.aua ingredient of war «-- 0il. The
force wes & hodgcpodga convoy of transvorts, variouse-siged landing
oraft, sorvice vessels, warships, and cargo carrierse Tighting men
from the four corners were represented---Tutch, Australians, Vew
Zealanders, Eritish, and Americans.

Little or no opposition was expected on the B00-mile trip to

'.'i'-*-"'_!«_‘.':i&ilﬁfé‘ MRy S T
it

Palikpapen anéd none was encountered,
. CABLE'S position as usual was at the tallend of the convoy where
* ghe, the only fully equi towing vessel in the formation, oon
_ give assistance to st erse Another possiblility was fire, and.
e lines were lald out for Jjust such an emergency.

: After a slow, cautious approach the preceeding night ané early
morning, on July 1 the warships opened up on Jap beach defenses,

then wave after wave of bombers flew over Ealikpapen dropping btombs
«the same areas, At 0900 the first wave of Australian troops hit

® beach and met only slight resistance, and there was little enemy
gition during the whole Ealikpapen operatione

Leaving there on 22 July with 20 other ships, CAPLT arrived in
i five days later without suffering migshap. After spending
most & week in !lorotal awalting orders to sail, on 3 Aurust she
t underway for Subic Bay with a 400=-ton pontoon drycdock and a
BEer barge in tow astern. The trlf whieh was completed without
S inoident on 12 A t, took ARS«l0 lnto the Philippire Archlpelago
28t Zamboanga, M1 a0 Island, northward into Verde Teland Passase,

“$hence to Sublce

When President Trumean announced on 15 Auguat 1945, thet "the
peror of Japan has ordered a cessation of military aot{vitien
LE was beginning a 15eday avallabillity peried, the first 1n a

= CAELRE 00nt1nued operating in the Philippines until € March 194C,
} she steamed out of Leyte Culf, bound for Fearl Marbor, via
AWa and "niwetoks The ship arrived at Pearl llarbor on 18 June

I8 month later with APL-18 !n tow, she set sall for Tan "iego,

¥ing there on 28 July.
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CABLE operated out of San Diego until 28 January 1947, when
she ot underway for Charlestown, South Carolina, via the Panams a5
Canale On 22 March she arrived in Charlestown where she underwent

a period of yard avallability. Leaving there on 10 April CAILE then =

operated out of East Coast ports, Includingt Yewport, F.T.; Boston,
Yassey 'ortsmouth, li.H.3 "ortland, ¥e.; Tavisville, ﬁ.T.; New London,
Connes$ and Provincetown, 'asse. '

%n 14 Jily CAPLE dropped anchor at Poston an? a ronth later, bn
15 September 1947, she was decommissioned,

% 4= &

LIST O CUCCESSTVE, COMMANDING OFITCTERS
Lieut. Comdr, ie Pond, TSN - & Yarch 19044 to August 1945
Lieut. Comire T+ ¥e Strafford = August 1045 to January 1946
Lieut. Comire Ts We Deyer, USl « Jenuary 1946 to August 1947 :
Chief loatswain A. Oe ilOnslee - August 1947 to 15 September 1947

- ]
732 CABLE ARZ-12 earned three battle stars on the Asietic-
Pacifia Theatrs gervige ribbon for participation in the following
campaigns:

1 star/Leyte (Uperation -« 10 October to 16 DNegerber 1044
Leyte Landings -~ 10 Catober to 29 November 1944

1 star/Luzon Operation -- 12 December 1944 to 1 April 1048
Lingayen Culf lLandings -- 4 to 1€ January 1045

1 star/forneo Operations -= 27 April to 20 July 1948
"allkpapen Operation == 1% June to 20 July 1945

&8 &

STATISTICS

TRIAL DISPLACEMFNT - 1,807 tons ARMANENT -« Two twin 40 ¥¥ AA
batteries.
LENOCTH - 213 feet € inches
COMPLEMENT « 120 plus
BEANM - 39 feeot
TRIAL SPTED = 1448 knots

$ o8 8

Stenclilled 4 June 1948



